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Converſion, &c. 


T may be inquir'd, what Parents 
I come of; as to that I can give 
but little Account. I hope they 

were ſuch as fear'd the Lord. Ir 

pleaſed God to remove them early from 
me, it being when I was about eight 
years Old. My Mother died a Year be- 
fore my Father. My being a ſickly, 

weakly Child, was one Reaſon why I 

Was not put to School to learn to read 
ia their Time, 


4A 2 When 


When they were removed by Death; 
it was my Lot to be put Apprentice in 
a,carnal Family, by the appointment of 
the publick Magiſtrate in Marlborough, 
for eight Years, to learn to make Bone- 
Lace, which Time I accordingly ſerved, 
At the time I went to them, I was a 
ranger to God. There was in me a 
carnal Heart, oppoſite to all that was 
Good; in the Remembrance of which 
J have Reaſon to be truly humbled, 
and do always lay my ſelf low at the 
Foot ſtool of God's Grace. I have alſo 
Reaſon to admire free Grace in the di- 
ſtinguiſhing Love of God and Chriſt to 
my Soul, that he was pleas'd to goout 
of the ordinary Road to call me into his 
Way. 

I had liv'd in this Place four Years, 
before I was convinc'd of Sin. I then 
Tejoic'd when the Sabbath was come, 
that I might have time for Recrea- 

tions, my buſineſs on that Day being 
to walk about to ſee new Places. I 
had Companions like my ſelf, to walk 
with me. I have ſtill reaſon to be hum- 
bled at the Remembrance of this T a 
OI FO} | -— 
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and Day. I was not like to be con- 
| wvinc'd of Sin by hearing the Word ; 
Preach'd or Read, becauſe I did not go 
where it was diſpens'd; nor by goo 11 
Example and Inſtruction, becauſe I had i 
it not. For as to thoſe I then lived | 
with, I don't remember they ever told |{!] 
me ir was an Evil to break the Sabbat. [| 
As for the Word read in that Family, 1 
it was but ſeldom I heard it; and what. 
I did hear, ſuch was my wicked Heart 
and Nature, that it was rather a Burden, 
than a Delight to me. | 1 
I I know the hearing of God's Word |] 
Preach'd or Read, is his ordinary Way 
to convince of Sin; but I being out of | 
this Way, he thro the Riches of his 
Grace took another Method with me. 1 
The way that he took to convince me | 
of Sin was by a Dream, when I was 
about twelve years of Age. I dream'd ||| 
that I was walking with my Compa- 
nions in a large Common, which fince I 
have often thought, did fitly repreſent. 
the Common way to Hell, which I was 
then in. Before me 1 ſaw a great Pit, 
, which I was oblig'd to go to, and could || 
2 = 
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not turn back again. As I came near 


it, I ſaw a Ballance hang over the mid- 
dle of this Pit, I obſerv'd a great many 


ſitting round about the Brink of it : and 


as | looked down into the Pit, I could 
ſee no Bottom, and looking up to the 
HBallance, I could diſcern nothing it hung 

by. TI thought every one that fat round 
that Pit, or came near it, were to be 
weighed in that Ballance, and every one 


that turn'd the Ballance, was to be caſt - 


into that Pit; ſo I trembled exceedingly 
at this Sight, and whilſt I thus trembled, 
apprehending I ſhould be weighed and 
turn the Ballance, and be caſt into the 
Pit, methought there came a young 
Man to me and bad me fit down, and 
he would tell me the meaning of all 
theſe things. He told me the Pit I 
ſaw was the Pit of Hell, and the Bal- 
lance that hung over it was the Juſtice 
of God, and that which turn'd the Bal- 
hance was Sin. He told me it was not 
the weight of the Body that turn'd the 
Ballance, but it was Sin; and thus the 
Expreſſion was repeated to me. He 
further told me, I was not now brought. 

; tO 


to be weigh'd in the Ballance; but only 
to ſee what it was to run on in Sin. 
Upon this I awoke out of my Dream; 
under a deep Conviction" of the Sin of 
Sabbath-breaking. As I remember this 
Dream was doubled to me in one 
Night. 

This Viſitation 1 julg to be from 
the Lord, by what follow*d' after: it; 
for immediately upon this, I found thro 
rich Grace a Change in my Heart. 


the breach of the Sabbath. Before this 
T long' d for the return of the Sabbath to 
be at Liberty for my Recreat ions, but 


convinc'd of Sin, than it pleaſed God 


way which I ſtill remain in; 
It was at that time much upon my 


Conformiſt Miniſter in Marlborough. I 
ask'd thoſe who us'd to be my Compa- 
nions in breaking the Sabbath to go 
with me to hear the Word, not ac- 
A 4 Jug 


Bleſſed be the Name of the Lord! | 
The firſt Sin I was convinc'd of was 
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immediately after this I long'd for it to 
| hear the Word. And no fooner was I 


to direct me to the ule of Means 1 in wad 


Mind to go hear Mr. Hughes a Non- 


|. £83 

quainting them with my Reaſons for it. 
They went with me, but ſtaid not long 
there, but as I ſuppos d took their 


Walks, as they us'd to do. As for me, 


thro rich Grace 1 had now no ſuch 
Inclination to do. 

I was much affected with Mr. Hug bes $ 
Prayer. I thought J could have ſtood 
a Day to have | heard: him; but in 
Preaching | I could not underſtand 
bim, under the ſenſe of which I was 
very much troubled and concern'd. 
I believ'd that he that Pray'd ſo well, 
did Preach as well, only 1 wanted the 
Capacity to underſtand bim. It plea · 
ſed God in the beginning to give me 
ſo much Underſtanding, as to let me 
Tee I wanted an Underſtanding. I was 
troubled for a conſiderable Time, that 
IT could not underſtand the Word when 

reach d. When one Sabbath was gone, 
i long' d for the return of another, hop- 

og I might underſtand better the next 
Tin ime, but I could not find I did; and 
thus I may ſay I continud for the ſpace 
of twelve Months, being exceedingly 
antes how I ſhou'd eſcape Hell, and 


ger 
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get to Heaven. Very willing was Ito 
eſcape that place of Torment, but alas 


I knew not how! I had a deſire to get 


to Heaven, but I knew not which way. 


Upon this I beg'd of the Lord that he 


would in the way of his Providence ſo 
direct and order it, that I might hear 
his Word ſpoken of by ſome Perſon or 


other in the way of Converſe; and in 


this way I thought I might come to 
the Knowledg of what God would 
have me do, in order to the eſcaping of 
Hell; and the being Sav d. 

After this God anſwerd. my deſire, 
(By the way, what Reaſon have I to 
admire the Riches of his Grace, that he 
ſhould condeſcend to hear the Petitions 
of ſuch a mean and unworthy One as 
indeed I am!) For ſome time after this 
a Neighbour comes to the Houſe where 
I liv'd, and took occaſion to mention 


ſome Paſſages of Scripture: in his Diſ- 


courſe as I ſat at my Work. One that 


I was directed to take eſpecial notice of, 
was that in Mark 16. v. 16. He that be- 


lieveth ſhall be Saved, and he that believeth 


men- 


not ſball be Damned. As ſoon as he had 


(10) 

mention'd it, I thought with my ſelf is 
it fo? That whoſoever believeth ſhall be 
- Sav*d? Then! will believe, 
'* Away of * ſure. Tho alas at this 
2 toſs time I knew not what Faith 
Parts. was. After this I thought 

it over again in my Mind, 
that I had ſaid, I would believe ſure. 
But it was requiſi ite I ſhould now con- 
ſider what I ought to believe. I thought 
1 muſt hear the Word preach'd, and 
hear it read as much as I could, tho 
not ſo much as I defir'd. I chought 
further I muſt believe what I beard 


Preach'd, and what J heard Read to be 


a Truth. But IT confider'd again, I 
may hear the Word Preach'd and Read, 
| — may believe it to be a Truth, and 
= this may not be a right Faith: 80 

was then concern'd to know what 
right Faith was. I thought if I did not 


> Know what Faith was, how ſhould I 


know whether IT had'it; and if I never 
had it, F ſhould'never be fav'd, according 
to the foremention'd Word. Upon this 


Þ was exceedingly troubled a conſiderable 


time for want of the Knowledg of Faith. 
| Whilſt 


. | ; 


Theſe were his Suggeſtions. 
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Whilſt I was under this Concern; 


the Devil comes in with a Temptation. 
Whar, 
was I fo thoughtful about the things of 
Eternity? I was but Young. + This were 


the way to ſpend all my time in Solliei- 


touſneſs about Eternity, and to take no 
Comfort of ones Life, which I need 
not do. If I was elected, God would 


bring me Home at laſt, tho liv'd ever 


ſo careleſly the mean while; for he 
would fave all his Elect: But on the 
other hand, if I were not elected, alt 
my thoughtfulneſs would never ſave 
me. 

As ſoon as theſe thoughts were ſug: 
geſted, it pleaſed God to let me know 
they were from the Devil; I was per- 


ſuaded of it, becauſe the end of them 


led to Careleſneſs, It pleaſed God thro 
rich Grace immediately to appear for me, 


and I muſt ſay the Lord anſwer'd Satan; 


for I could not. The Devil told me it 


was yet time enough. But the Word 
of God came with Power, and inform'd' 
me that now was the accepted time, nom 


| was the Day of Salvation, 2 Cor. 6. 2. 


And 


f 
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And to Day if ye will hear his Voice, ar. 


den not your Hearts, Heb. 3. v. 7, 8. 
And ſeeł ye the Lord while he may be 
found, call ye upon him while he in near, 
Iſa. 55. v. 6. That Scripture alſo in 
Pſal. 10. v. 1, was deeply impreſſed up- 


on my Mind; Why ſtandeſt thou afar off, 
O Lord? Why hideſt thou thy ſelf in times 


of Trouble? So that here I underſtood 
there was a Day wherein God would 
be nigh to us, and a time of Trouble 
wherein he might ſtand far off from us. 
Whereupon I was made to conſider in 
the firſt place, what the Day of Trou- 
ble wou'd be if I ſhou'd put it to the 
Venture. I thenexamin'd my ſelf, whe- 
ther I could bear the Lord, whom I 
would have to be my Friend, to ſtand a- 


gainſt me as an Enemy; whether I could 


bear a frowning Countenance, an angry 
Look, a conſuming Fire, or a final Sen- 
tence; whether I could bear that Sen- 
tence, Depart ye Curſed, I know ye not? 
My Heart anſwerd, I was not able to 
bear the thoughts of it. Then the fore- 
ment ion'd Scriptures, Seek the Lord, &c. 
and nom is the accepted time, were again 
WY impreſs d 


F 
impreſs'd with freſh Power upon my 
Mind; whereupon I deſir'd of God that 
I might fo ſeek him as to find him, $6 
call that he might anſwer, ſo knock that 
he might open to me. It feem'd to be 
then with me, as tho I were never to 
have another Offer, if I neglected this 
preſent Day, and this made me the more 
earneſt in ſeeking of God; So that the 
Devil was forc'd to flee before me as one 
_ aſham'd of his Temptation, and never 
was ſuffer'd from that Day to this to 
tempt me about Election. : _ 
lere I think it neceſſary by the way 
to give a word of Caution to young 
Ones, leſt they turn the beginning of my | 
Experiences to a wrong ule ; Some may 
be tempted to think that, tho they 
profane the Sabbath, and trifle away 
their time as I did, God may meet 
with them at laſt, as he hath done with 
me. The Lord grant that none who 
read this may entertain ſuch thoughts, 
I would have none venture upon Sin, 
becauſe Grace hath abounded to me. 
Tho God went out of his ordinary way 
to meet with me, that is no rule for 
| others. 
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others. I wou'd adviſe others diligently 
to uſe the Means, and attend upon the 
Ordinances: of God, where he uſes to 
meet his People, I wou'd have young 
Ones remember that God loves them 
that love him, and they that ſeek him 
early ſhall find him ; and this may be 
an Encouragement to them in the uſe of 
all appointed means. I would adviſe 
ſuch to chuſe good Company, to read 
good Books, eſpecially the Bible, the 
Book of Books, and to hear Soul- ſearch- 
ing Miniſters as much as they can. Such 
as are found in God's way, may expect 


to find God in due time, He that ſhall 


come, will come, and will not tarry, 
1. e. He will not tarry beyond his own 
time, tho it may ſeem long to the Soul 
that is waiting for him. But I ſhall pre- 
vent my ſelf if I launch out farther. 

I ſhall now return to what I was up- 
on before. After that Combat with Sa- 


tan was over, I return'd to my former 


inquiry about the knowledg of Faith, 
but I remain'd ignorant of what it was 
at that time. By this time I had ſerv'd 
my Apprenticeſhip; which was eight 

. Years, 


. | i. — — — — 


(15) 
Years, I had then attain'd the Age of 


Sixteen, and was very fearful of being 


left to my ſelf for fear of Liberty. 
Therefore I deſir'd to be Apprentice a 
ſecond time, tho I had undergone an 


hard Apprenticeſhip in the firſt ; knows. 


ing the Want of what was neceſſary, 
tho not of what was beſt, ſeeing that 
was beſt which I had, I was afraid of 
Liberty, leſt I ſhould be drawn aſide by 
ill Company, and ſo ſhould loſe the 
Convictions I then had, I thought I had 
better chuſe to know Hardſhips in the 
World, than to venture falling into 


Snares; and this was the. whole reaſon 


which made me willing to be an Appren- 


tice again, So I went to ſerve in ano» 


ther Place Apprentice five Years, 


Thoſe I next liv'd with were Pro» | 


feſſors, When I was ſettled in my 


place, I began to conſider the State of + 


my Soul, IJ again enquir'd what know- 
ledg I had yer of Faith; but upon Ex- 
amination could not - find I had any 


right knowledg of it, I was very much 
troubled to think I ſhould hear the 


Word ſo long, and obtain no Know- 
| | | | ledg. 
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ledg. Then that Scriptüre was brought 


to my mind; If the Goſpel be hid, it is 
hid to them that are loſt, 2 Cor. 4. 3. 
Then I concluded that I was one that 
was loſt, for the Goſpel was hid from 
me (as to the underſtanding of it, tho 


I was under the hearing of it.) I re- 


main'd after this a long time troubled 
under the ſenſe that I was loſt. In due 
time another Word was deeply im- 
preſs'd upon my Mind ; Chriſt came to 
ſave the loſt Sheep of Iſrael, Mat. 1 5. 24. 
O bleſſed be his Name that ever ſuch a 


Word ſhould come to me! I was ena- 


bled thro Grace to turn that Word into 
Petitions, deſiring that Chriſt would 
fave me. - After this I was concern'd un- 
der an Apprehenſion that I had no true 
Grace. I thought if I had I ſhould 


grow in Grace, but I found T was ſtill 


as ignorant about the Know ledg of 
Faith as at the firſt, which was a great 


trouble to me; for I believ'd the Ne- 


ceſſity of having Faith, and I now fee 


I had it, tho then I knew ir not. 1 
was a long time troubled under the ſenſe 
ef the Sia of Igaorance. But God was 


— 


pleas'd | 


* 


——_ 
pleas'd often to give me that Scripture, 
Then ſhall ye know, if ye follow on to 
know him: And that made me earneſt 
from day to day with God that he 
would teach me Knowledg. And thus 
I remain'd-a great while only. begging 
for Knowledg. Being concern'd to find 
I did not get forwards, I had that Scrip- 
ture given in, If thou ſeckeſt her a; Sil- 
ver, & c. Prov. 2. 4, 5. Then ſhalt thos 
underſtand the Fear of the Lord, and find 
the Knowledg of God. I thought with 
my ſelf, that one who had loſt Silver, 
. eſpecially if it were ſo that he had no 
more to ſupply his Wants, with what 
diligence would he look after it? Like- 
wile if a Beggar heard of a hid Trea- 
| ſure, what pains would he take to come 
at it? Which I thought did fitly repre- 
ſent my Caſe. Now I knew my ſelf to 
be one that had nothing, and deſerv'd 
nathing that was good. By this Word 
I was inform'd I ought to uſe all dili- 
gence to get a 'true Knowledg of God 
and an Intereſt in Chriſt, but ſtill ap- 
prehended I remain'd ignorant of this 


true and right Knowledg. 
B In 


(18) 


In the mean time I was exercis'd with 
many outward Afflictions, which made 
me often think I did not belong to 
God, I apprehended the AMiQtions I 
met with to be tokens of God's Diſ- 
pleaſure, and ſo a ſign that I was not 
his in a peculiar manner. Then God 
thro his rich Grace brought in another 
Word to me, Rev. 3. 19. As many as J 
love, I rebuke and chaſten. He that u 
without Chaſtiſement, is « Baſtard, and no 
Son, Heb. 12. 8. And this was a ſtay 
to me for a little while, hoping that 
God's Dealings were in Love. But 
when new Afflictions came, I was ready 
to queſtion it again, however the Scrip- 
ture laſt mention'd was often brought to 
my Mind. But after this I began to put 
it off with theſe Conſiderations. I be- 
liev'd that all that God loy'd he chaſtned ; 
but I thought it was no argument that 
all he chaſtned, he lov'd. I thought 
there were many in the World who had 
greater Afflictions than I, who never 
peculiarly belong'd ro God. I thought 
this might be my Caſe, and I 


might have Troubles here, and Tor- 
5 | ments 
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ments for ever hereafter. I thought I - 
could be willing to bear any Trouble, 
ſo I knew it to be in Love. I was ex- 
ercis'd with many Temptations, which 
made me think again I did not belong 
to God. I thought ſuch as were the 
Children of God indeed, were not exer- 
_cis'd with the Temptations that I was; 
which Apprehenſions made me link, 
doubting my Intereſt in God. Then 
that Scripture was given into my mind; 
The Lord knows how to deliver the Godly 
out of Temptations, and to reſerve the 
Unjuſt to the Day of Judgment to be pu- 
niſb d, 2 Pet. 2.9. I thought hereupon 
with my ſelf, Is it ſo? Does God know 
how to deliver the Godly out of Temp- 
tation ? then I may infer the Godly are 
in Temptation; ſo I thought I would no 
more conclude that I was a Soul not be- 
longing to God by reaſon of Tempta- 
tions, ſince the Word told me, that the 
Godly are in Temptations. ; 

After this I was exercis'd with other 
Alfflictions, which were the means of 
diſcovering to me the Sin and Corrup- 
tion that dwelt within me; inſomuch 
| Bs 7 that 
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1 
that I ſaw my ſelf full of Ignorance 


and Darkneſs, and knew not which way 
to look, having Afflictions without, and 


Sin and Corruption within. This made 


me queſtion again whether there was 
any thing of the Work of Grace yet 
upon me, but I could not draw a full 
Concluſion that there was none. I then 
renew'd my former Thoughts: If I have 
Grace, why do I not grow? For I 
thought my ſelf as ignorant of Faith 
and Repentance as at the firſt. I 


thought they that had true Grace did 


grow, and if I had Grace I ſhould grow, 


» unleſs ſome ſecret Sin I did not yet fee 


hinder'd the Growth of it. Upon this 
I enquir'd what might be the hindrance 
to my petting forward; I thought it 
might be my fixing too much on the 
Creature and Creature-Comforts, tho at 


that time I had little or nothing to fix 


upon, neither did I know I did fix upon 
any thing in an inordinate way. Yet 
by reaſon of the Deceit of my Heart I 
thought I might do it, and not know it. 
So upon this Suſpicion of my ſelf, I de- 


ſir'd of God he would wean me from 


the 


© . 
the World and the things of Time, as a 
>Child is wean'd from the Breaſt: I de- 
ſir d that as the Nipplesof the Breaft were 
imbitter'd to the Child, that it might not 
taſte the Sweetneſs of the Milk, ſo the 
things of this World might be imbitter'd 
to me, that I might taſte no Sweetneſs, 
nor ſee any Excellency in any thing be- 
neath Himſelf; and this in order to my 
being brought to himſelf. I thought, 
as when a Child is wean'd from the 
Breaſts, and eats more nouriſhing Food, 
it grows, and at laſt becomes a Man; 
ſo it would be with me, if I were wean'd 
from the things of Time. I thought I 
ſhould then come to the Knowledg of 
God, and grow in Grace. | 
After this God was pleas'd to anſwer 
my Prayer, but I may ſay it was by ter- 
rible things in Righteouſneſs. For every 
thing I had to do with either leſs or 
greater, became a Croſs to me. I was 
for a time exercis'd with many Afflic- 
tions, in order to the being wean'd from 
the things of Time. But I may ſay. that 
in all this God dealt with me as a Mo- 
ther doth with her Child. For as when 
B 3 the 
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the Child is weaning from the Breaſt, 
it's uſual for the Mother to provide 
ſomething better than ordinary inſtead 
of the Breaſt; ſo did God provide a 
Word for me that was better than all 
other things to me; it was that Scripture 
in John 16. 33. In the World you ſhall 
have Tribulation, but in me Peace: which 
was in a moſt powerful and efficacious 
manner impreſs'd upon me. The Af. 
flictions I met with were at firſt very 
hard to bear, till I was enabled to con- 
ſider thus with my ſelf, viz. that I had 
deſir'd Peace with God, Peace of Con- 
ſcience, and Joy thro believing : where- 
upon I reaſon'd with my ſelf, Why ſhould 
T be unwilling to have it in God's own 
way, ſince the Word told me that in the 
World I ſhould have trouble, but in him 
Peace? And O it was but reaſonable I 
accept of Trouble, ſeeing I was ſo wil-. 
ling to embrace Peace. Then I defir'd 
the Lord that he would ſanctify AMic- 
tions to me, and teach me by them, that 
T might be brought truly to himſelf; 
Thro rich Grace I could then appeal to 


God that I was willing to have Peace 
| in 


* 


023 

in his own way. So that by this time 
the Trouble that before was great and 
hard to bear, became eaſy. 5 
But after this a new Affliction follow d, 
and I was ready to ſink again, as if I 
had enjoyd no former Conſolation. 
Then God led me to new Reflections. 
I conſider'd what Sin I might find out 
by theſe Afflictions. I was made by my 
Afflictions to ſee I had a ſecret truſt in 
the Creature, and Creature-Comforts, 
which I knew not before. I then conſi - 
der'd what I had deſir'd of God, viz. 
the imbitteriog the things of Time, that 
I might be brought off from them to 
Himſelf. Then I ask'd my ſelf ſome 
Queſtions: as, How did I deſire this 
thing? Was I willing that God ſhould 
anſwer this deſire * Was my Heart right 
in the matter? If it was, why then am 
I concern'd when God is doing what I 
deſir'd? Then I thought of the great 
Love and Mercy of God, that he ſhould 
condeſcend to hear and anſwer me, and 
ſhould concern himſelf ſo much about me. 
I thought he might have ſaid of me as 
of Ephraim, Ephraim is join'd to Idols, 
| B 4 1 


| (24) 
let him alone. God might have let me 
alone, to have cleav'd to the Creature 
and periſh'd for ever; but Bleſſed be his 
Nam he did not "RAE me ſo. 

After this I met with another Afflic- 


tion. And that Scripture ſtill came in 
with every new Affliction, In the World 


ſhall have Tribulation, &c. but under 
this Trouble I was ſinking as before. 
Here it pleaſed God to lead me to other 
Con ſiderat ions. I thought how hard it 


. was for me to be wean'd, or I ſhould 


not need all theſe Afflictions. I thought 
I might liken my ſelf to a Bird upon the 
Tree, that was going from twig to twig, 


but ſtill remain'd upon the ſame Tree: 
So I went from Creature to Creature, 


rather than came rightly to God. In- 
deed I was as one that ſtaid in the Birth, 
ready to take hold of things below, 
which for a time prevented me from 
mounting upwards, I conſider'd again 
with my ſelf, that God was uſing his 
Rod, and might not I hear a Voice in 
it? And indeed 1 thought I heard a 
Voice 1n it after this manner : Soul, thou 
wouldit tick, ſtop, and ſtay there, hos 

thou 
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thou ſhalt not, thou ſhalt and muſt. 


come to me. Upon this I ftood amaz'd 
at the Thoughts of God's wonderful 


Love to me. Thought I, will God have 


me (as it were) whether I will or 
no? This indeed was wonderful. | 

But after all this I met with another 
Trial, which I thought greater than any 


I had met with before, or elſe it was be- 


cauſe I was weary of bearing, or nearer 
to Deliverance. That Scripture, In the 
World ye (hall have Tribulations, SC. as 
under my other Troubles, fo came a- 
long with this: But alas! I was again 
ſinking as much as ever. Which ſhew'd 
me that the Conſolations I had receiv'd 
in my former Afflictions, would not 
{erve for the next. So that I had need 
to depend upon the God of Grace. I 


was ſo caſt down under this Trial, that 


for a time I refus'd Comfort from the 
Word of God. I thought with my 
ſelf, that for ought I knew I was ſtill a 
Stranger to God; and then what had I 
to do to take hold of his Word, or re- 


ceive Comfort from it? But the Lord 


did not leave me here. I delir'd if I 
belong'd 


(26) 

belong'd to him, or that the Scripture, 
which was always brought to my mind 
in my Affiitions, belong'd to me, if I 
might lay hold of it, take Comfort from 
it, and not fin in ſo doing, he would 
leaſe to let me know it ; that he would 
5 order it in the way of his Providence, 
that I might hear it ſpokea from in ſome 
Sermon or other. After this Deſire had 
paſs*d, I was troubled in my Spirit, and 
reaſon'd thus with my ſelf: What was I 
now about? Muſt I direct the Almigh- 
ty? Could I not believe? Muſt he take 
ſuch a way to raiſe up my Faith? Vet 
notwithſtanding I thus blam'd my ſelf, 
I could not help having ſtill the ſame 
Deſire; and God was pleas'd graciouſly 
to anſwer this Deſire the very ſame day. 

T had not then diſcover'd theſe Thoughts 

to any Perſon living; but that very 
day there came one to the Houſe where 
I then liv'd, to repeat a Sermon. When 
he nam'd the Text, it was, In the World 
ye ſball have Tribulation, but be of good 
cheer, I have overcome the World. The 
Proofs were that in the 119th P/alm, 
ver. 67, 71. It is good for me that I _ 

een 


| (27) 
been afflifted; before J was afflicted I ent 
aſtray, but now have I kept thy Word. 80 
that in the 2 Cor. 12. 7. And there mas 
given to me « Thorn in the Fleſh, 4 Meſſen- 
ger of Satan to buffet me, leſt 1 ſhould be 
exalted above meaſure. For this thing I. 
beſought the Lord thrice, that it might de- 
part from me: And he anſwer'd, My Grace 
is ſufficient for thee, for my Strength ſhall 
be made perfect in Weakneſs, This Text 
and all theſe Proofs were ſo opened, that 
it went on with all that I had before ex- 
perienc'd, as if he that had preach'd it had 
known all that I had pals'd thro; but 
tho he that preach'd it could not know, 
yet he that directed it did know. I was 
all that time as one amaz'd, being ſur- 
priz'd at the having ſo ſpeedy an Anſwer 
to my Deſire. 

Aiter this I went to live a Servant 
with my Aunt my Father's Siſter, where 
I remain'd two years. Whilſt I was 
there, my Father's Uncle, who was a 
good Man, often came to the Houſe, 
He would often ſpeak to me, encoura- 
ging me in the way to Heaven. He ask'd 
me who Chriſt was, which ms 

[nat 


(628) | 
that time I could give no anſwer to. He 
told me that Chriſt was the Son of God; 
that he was God-Man, and that he is the 
Saviour of all them that come to him and 
believe in him. He told me, he would 
not have me be diſcourag'd ; he believ'd 
God had a Deſign of Grace towards me. 

But upon this I ſaw, that I was ignorant 
of Chriſt, as the way to Life and Sal. 
vation. I then deſir'd of God, that he 
would teach me true Knowledg, that 
I might know what it was to come to 

Chriſt. 
About this time I heard a Sermon 
wherewith I was much affected, but 
could not remember afterwards what I 
| heard, The day after the hearing of 
this Sermon my Uncle came to me again, 
and he enquir'd of me how I lik'd what 
was deliver'd in that Sermon. I told 
bim I lik'd it, and was affected with it, 
but could not remember ſo as to give 
him any account of ir. Then he told 
me there were four things in that Sermon 
which he would have me remember, 
ſhewing how a Soul ſhould come to 
Chriſt; viz. I ſhonld endeayor to ſee 
Chriſt 


(29) RE ERS 
Chriſt by an Eye of Faith, I ſhould-run 
to him by the Feet of Faith, I ſhould lay 
hold on him by the Hand of Faith, I 


| ſhould feed on him by the Mouth of 


Faith. Theſe things J heard, but I was 
ignorant how to doit. I fell under a 
Concern of Mind, fearing I ſhould never 
be a true Chriſtian; ſo that I was again 
troubled, apprehending I did not be- 
long to God, and I remain'd under theſe 
Thoughts for a conſiderable time, but 
endeavour'd ſtill to keep in the uſe of 
Means, hearing the Word of God. 

Once going to hear a Sermon, the 
Devil ſuggeſted the following Tempta- 
tions to me. What did I go to hear 
the Word for, I did not belong to God. 
He told me, if I went to hear I ſhould 
be _ Joes in the Ship, the Ship could 
not paſs till Jonas was caſt out; in like 
manner, if I went among the People 
of God, their Prayers would not pals, 
they would not have Acceſs to God, nor 
Acceptance with him, becauſe I was 
here. This was back'd with another 
Scripture, where it was ſaid, Pray not 


for this "On for I will not hear ; _ 
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the Hearts of this People fat, and their 
Ears heavy, and blind their Eyes; leſt they 
ſee with the Eye, and hear with the Ear, 
and underſtand with the Heart, and be con- 
werted, and 1 ſhould heal them. At that 
time I. did not know the Devil could 
ſuggeſt Scripture : I believ'd the Word 
to be God's Word, and therefore did not 
know but I might hinder the Prayers 
of God's People, if I went amongſt 
them. Again I thought wirh my ſelf, 
that for ought I knew I might not be- 
long to God, and ſo he might forbid his 
People praying for me. But the Lord 
was with me, and tho I knew it not 
till afterwards, was pleas'd to aſſiſt me 
in my Reſolutions. I thought with my 
ſelf, that altho I did not belong to God, 
and ſhould hinder the Prayers of bis 
People, yet I would go this one time a- 
mong them, and I would ſee and make 
a Trial before I gave an intire Credit to 
theſe Suggeſtions. | 
When I came, he that was in Prayer 
was earneſt with God forevery Soul then 
preſent. He pleaded with God that e- 


very Soul might be convinc'd and con- 
5 verted, 
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| verted, that every Soul there preſent _ 


might be brought ſavingly to Chrift, 
that every Soul might have a true and 
right Knowledg of himſelf; and thus he 
went on, at the end of every Petition 
bringing in every Soul. So that I ſtood 
as one amaz'd, to think how God had 


order*d the matter. I believ'd that God 


knew me to be there; I believ'd alſo that 
if he had forbid his Servant praying for 
me, he would not have permitted him 


to pray for every Soul preſent, ſeeing I 


was one. I was then made to ſee I did 


not hinder the Prayers of God's People, 


but had an Intereſt in them: So then I 
knew that what I met with by the way 
was from the Devil; and I went away 
from that Sermon with Courage, thro 
rich Grace, to believe. I believ*d that 
altho I was then ignorant, God would 
hear his Peoples Prayers for me, and in 


due time I ſhould have Knowledg accor- 


ding to what had been pray'd for. 

Some weak Chriſtians, from what has 
been now mention'd, may take occaſion 
to inquire, ſince the Devil may ſuggeſt 
Scripture, how they may know when 
vCrip- 


— 
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„ 
Scripture is given in by God or ſug- 
geſted by Satan? You muſt always ob- 
ſerve, if you would know this, the 
Tendency and End. Whatever comes 
from God, has always a Tendency to 
lead to him ; but when ſuggeſted by 
Satan, it hath a Tendency to drive' us 
from him. Yet I would have all prize 
the Word of God as his Word, tho 
brought by the hand of an Enemy. I 
us'd to think with my ſelf, if a Friend 
ſhould ſend me a Letter, and this Letter 
come by the hand of an Enemy, I might 
wonder that the Enemy brought it ſafe : 
but I ought not to diſregard it, becauſe 
he brought it, fince it came from a 
Friend ; I ſhould more mind the Friend 
that ſent it, than him that brought it. 
So would I adviſe Souls to take the 
Word of God, remembring it is the 
Word of a Friend, tho an Enemy ſhould 
bring it to mind; and let ſuch plead 
with God for a right Underſtanding and 
experimental Knowledg of it, and this 1s 
one way to fruſtrate the Deſign of him 
that brought it. But TI ſhall not inſiſt 
farther upon this. a 


.”._ | 
1 was after this very thoughtful about 


getting a right Kaowledg of Chriſt, but | 


could not find I got forward. For a 
time I was much perplex'd-in my mind, 
and thought it was not ſo with God's 
Children: then that Scripture was given 
me, Pſal. 42. 5. where David reaſons 
with himſelf, ſaying, Why art thou caſt 
down, O my Soul, and why art thou diſ- 
uieted — me ? Truſt in God, for I 
all. yet praiſe him, who is the Health of 
my Countenance, and my God. This gave 
me ſome new Encouragement to hope 1 
might be the Lord's. It ſhew'd me alſo 
when I ought to exerciſe Faith and Truſt 
in God. I delir'd therefore that he 
would enable me to do it, as he did his 
Servant of old, 

After this I heard a 8 * that 
Text, Thou wilt keep him in perfect Peace, 
whoſe Mind is ſt d on thee, + becauſe he 


truſteth in thee, Iſa. 26. 3. The Mini- 
ſter ſhew'd how a Soul ſhould ſtay his 
mind on Chriſt; even as a weak or a 
lame Man, who has no Strength, ſtaid 
himſelf upon, his Staff, ſo ſhould the 


Soul in the apprehenſion of his own 
Weak- 
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Weakneſs ſtay himſelf on Chriſt for Sup- 


port and Supply; and a Soul that thus 


© Rays it ſelf upon Chriſt, is under a Pro- 


miſe of being kept in perfect Peace. I 
thought at that time my Mind was ſtay'd 
upon the Lord, which gave me ſome 


| encouragement that in due time I ſhould 


attain to the Knowledg of him. 
After this I heard many Sermons from 


that Paſſage of Scripture, Thou art 9 


Portion, O Lord, Plal. 119. 57. I be- 
liev'd, when I heard theſe Sermons, that 
God was an excellent Portion; and I 
concluded them to be the only happy 
People that had him for their Portion : 
But I thought, what is all this to me, if 
I cannot find he is my Portion ? All the 


Sermons I heard from that Text did not 
 fatisfy me that God was my Portion. 


Then I thought, O char I could but 


know, ſtill defiring the Lord to be my 


Portion. I had this Reflection within 
my ſelf, that if the World and a Crown 
was to be put on the one hand, and 
Chriſt and the Croſs on the other, whe- 
ther of theſe ſhould I be willing to chuſe ; 


I thought my Heart reply'd, I could 


chuſe 


. 
. 


. Cas 
chuſe Chriſt and the Crofs rather than 


| the World and ten Crowns. Butl again 


reflected, that my Heart was deceitful 
and deſperately wicked above all things, 
who could know it? and it might be, if 
I were put to the Trial, and ſhould have 
half a World ſet with a Crown on one 
hand of me, and Chriſt and the Croſs on 
the other, it might be I ſhould chuſe 
the half World with the Crown rather 
than Chriſt with the Croſs : ſo that this 
I thought could be no Mark or Evi- 
dence to me. Whereupon I remain'd 
under Trouble, ftill defiring to know 
that God was my Portion. And at length 
ina due time, for ever bleſſed be his 
Name, he was pleas'd to let me know 
it: That Word was brought in with 
Power upon my Soul; Iſa. 43. 25. 1 
even I am he that blotteth out thy Tranſ- 
greſſions for mine own ſake, and will not 
remember thy Sins. I may lay thro rich 
Grace, that this Word was brought co 
me with an irreſiſtible Power, ſo that 1 
could not withſtand it if J would. 
Then was I enabled to believe that God 


was my Portion. * a 
2 1 


(36) 
Soon-after this I was laid upon a ſick 
Bed. The Illneſs I labour'd under con- 
tinu'd for a Quarter of a Year. In that 
time I experienc'd much of God. I 
could then ſay, tho my Heart and my 
Fleſh fail'd, yet God was the Strength of 
my Heart, and my Portion for ever. Af- 
ter this he was pleas'd to lead me gra- 
dually into the ſight of my ſelf, fo that I 
was made to ſee the Darkneſs of my 
Underſtanding, the Hardneſs of my 
Heart, and the Perverſneſs of my Will, 
inſomuch that I thought there was none 
like me. I thought chat ſuch as were 
Chriſtians were diſcourſing of the things 
of God, they could ſpeak of a new Birth, 
of Faith and Repentagce :- but this I 
thought my felt a Stranger to; ſo that 
T return'd to my Fears again, that there 
Was nothing right in me. But I then 
judg'd that if there was nothing right in 
me, it was high time there ſhould. I 

thought if I continu'd where I was I 
ſhould periſh, and if I went forward I 
could but periſh: whereupon I would 
endeavour to go forward; if I periſh'd, 
I periſh'd. I then reſolv'd with my * 


(Þ) 


I would inquire after God and the 
Knowledg of his ways in good earneſt, 
as tho it were the firit day I had thought 
of Heaven and Happineſs, I thought 
I would now begin afreſh ; but alas! I 
knew not the way, till the Lord gave in 
that Scripture to me, Iſa. 55. 7. Let the 
Witked forſake his Way, and the unrigh- 


teous Man his Thoughts; and let him re- 


turn unto the Lord, and he will have mercy 
upon him, and to our God, for he will 4 
bundantly pardon. So ſoon as that Word 
was imprel[y'd upon my Mind, I conſi- 
der'd firſt who it poiated to, viz. to the 
Wicked; I then examin'd my ſelf, whe- 
ther I ſaw my ſelf of that number. In- 
deed I could not then poflibly charge 
my ſelf with ſuch Sins, as God had been 
graciouſly pleas'd to keep me from; yet 
I thought I. might ſee my ſelf of the 
number of the Wicked, ſo long as I was 
ſuch a Stranger to the true Good: ſo 1 
apprehended that Scripture pointed at 
me. Iagain examin'd my ſelf, whether 
I was willing to forſake my Ways and 
Thoughts that were evil, i. e. ſo far as [ 
knew them to be evil, and if I was wil- 
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ling to turn to God. My Heart re- 
ply'd, I was truly willing to forſake 


(38) 


what I knew to be evil, and to be the 
Lord's. Then there were two Scriptures 
in an extraordinary manner impreſs'd 
upon me, to let me know what God had 


done for me. One was in Ezek. 16. 8. 


where it is ſaid, When T paſſed by thee, 
and looked upon thee, behold thy time was 
4 time of Love. The other was Pſal. 100. 
3. Thy People ſhall be willing in the day 
of thy Power. I was then made to fee, 
that there had been a time of God's Love 
to me, and the Day of his Power had 
paſs'd upon me. I reflected that if there 

had not been a time of Love, I that was 
dead could not have been made alive; 
and if I had not been made alive, I could 
not have been inquiring after the Livin 

God, I was made to ſee alſo that a Day 
of his Power had paſs'd, or elſe I that 


Was unwilling, could not have been 


made willing to be the Lord's. Then I 

conſider'd the latter part of the former 

Scripture, And turn to the Lord and be 

will have mercy upon thee, and to our God 

for he will abundantly pardon thees 1 was 
"Spb | 


from 
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| from hence led to ſee; how furable God's 


pardoning Mercy was to my Sins, I 
had fin'd to Abundance, and here was a 
Promiſe made of Pardon to Abundance. 
Thus I came to know thro rich Grace 
that this Promiſe belong'd to me: for 
having experienc'd the former part of 


the Verſe, I was enabled with Comfort 


to apply the latter, for ever bleſſed be 
the Name of the Lord. | 

| Aﬀterwards the Lord gave me another 
Scripture, which was Mar. 12. 20. The 
bruiſed Reed he ſhall not break, nor quench 
the [moaking Flax, till he bring forth 
Judgment anto Victory. Here I was 
made firſt to conſider what the ſmoak- 
ing Flax and bruiſed Reed were; I be- 
liev'd them to be meant of weak Chri- 
ſtians, ſuch as had but ſmall degrees 
of Grace (as I have heard that Scripture 
ſo explain'd) but then we muſt look to it, 
that theſe ſmall degrees be true. I 
therefore inquir'd-of my ſelf, whether I 
had any true Grace, I had heard from 
others that the Deſires of Grace were 


Grace. Then I examin'd my ſelf whe- 


ther any ſuch Deſires were wrought in 


Re C 4 me; 
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me; I thought there were, but I ask'd 
again, how ſhould I do to know they 
were true and ſincere Deſires: as to this, 
I found them ſuch as were accompany d 
with Endeavours. I thought in things 
of a civil nature, if a temporal Good 
were offer d to a Perſon, eſpecially if it 
was to one that ſtood in need of that 
Good, ſuch a- Perſon is not us'd to fit 
ſtill, and only ſay there is a good Offer 
made me; bur he will be found in the 
diligent uſe of thoſe Means which are 
moſt likely to obtain his End: and if it 
be thus in Temporals, it muſt needs, I 
thought, be as true in Spirituals. The 
way to prove a ſincere Deſire after God, 
is to enquire if it be accompany'd with 
the uſe of thoſe Means which God hath 
appointed, in order to our attaining the 
Knowledg of himſelf. I then examin'd 
my ſelf, whether I found it thus with 
me.; and I could then ſay, that my De- 
res were ſincerely after God and for 
himſelf: for I had endeavour'd to be 
tqund in the uſe of Means, ſo far as ca- 
pable at that time. I came thus to ſee 
my ſelf of that number that are here 
| | pointed 


„ 
pointed at by theſe Expreſſions of the 
bruiſed Reed and ſmoaking Flax. I did 
then in the next place conſider what was 
promis'd in this Scripture to ſuch weak 
Chriſtians, and I underſtand it to be a 
Promiſe of growth in. Grace. O the 


Loving-kindneſs: and Good-will of God 


to poor Sinners! I cannot by the way 
but admire, that he that promiſes Grace, 
ſhould make ſuch a Promiſe to Grace; 
indeed it is a Promiſe to his own Work. 
It is ſaid, The bruiſed Reed and ſmoaking 
Flax ſhall not be broken or quench'd, but 
it (ball bring forth Judgment unto Victo- 
79. Thus God ſhows the particular 
Care he takes of ſuch. Here then I 
was made to ſee a Promiſe of Increaſe 
of Grace, that ſo by virtue of what I 
ſhould receive from God, I ſhould in 
due time obtain the Victory over Sin and 
Satan, and Death and* Hell. And ac- 
cording to the Faith the Lord gave me 
in this Promiſe, Ihave ſince in ſome good 
' meaſureexperienc'd, bleſſed be his Name, 
the Truth of it. | | 
After this God led me to another 
Word, where he promiles to give a new 


Heart 
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Heart, Ezek. 36. 26. I then thought 
with my ſelf, that this Promiſe is free, 
and full, and poſitive without Condi- 
tion; but to whom is this made ? I be- 
liev'd it muſt belong to ſuch as ſaw their 
need of a new Heart, and that it was 
not enough for me to ſay in a general 
way I had a hard Heart, but it was fit I 
ſhould . inquire wherein this Hardneſs of 
the Heart does conſiſt: without this I 
thought I ſhould not come aright to God 
for the fulfilling of this Promiſe. In 
order therefore to this I thought I ſhould 
' Inquire what Sin is; this I thought I 
might fee in the Sufferings of Chriſt, 
and how dear it coſt our Saviour. I 
conlider'd further of the Love of God 
in giving of Chriſt, the Love of Chriſt 
in his Undertakiogs; I conſiderd who 
it was that ſuffer'd, for whom, and 
from whom he ſüffer d, and the Degrees 
of his Sufferings. I thought of theſe 
things more particularly than I can now 
leave them in writing. I reflected with 
my ſelf again, that if I could think of 
Sin, and not be afflicted; if I could 
think of ſuch Love and Mercy, and _ 


C83 -. 
be affeQed ; then I might cry out, an 
hard Heart indeed, a blind Mind, and 


a ſleepy Conſcience indeed! Then 1 


thought, what Reaſon had ſuch a one as 
I to plead hard with God to make that 
reat and gracious Promiſe good to me, 


hat I might have a new Heart, that 1 
might be afflicted for Sin, and affected 


with Love and Mercy, and that I might 
watch more againſt Sin than ever I had 
done. g 
After that Scripture, it was given in 
to me, That Chriſt ſuffer d for Sinners, 
the Juſt for the Unjuſt, that he might bring 
#s to God, 1 Pet. 3. 18. This gave me 


ſome Hope that he dy'd for me, who 


was a Sinner and Unjuſt ; but I refleed 
again how neceſſary it was I ſhould in- 
quire, what Faith I had concerning my 


Fall in the firſt Adam. For I thought if 


I did not ſee how I fell in the firſt Adam, 
I ſhould not ſeek aright my Recovery by 
the ſecond, the Lord Jeſus. I therefore 
iaquir'd about my Faith concerning the 
Fall of the firſt Adam. The Scripture 
indeed is very clear, that we all fell in 


Adam, but I thought this no Argument 


that 


— — ——— 2 - 
—1ů————-—-— —̃]7˖V——— 
— — — — —— —— _ 


(44) 


that my Faith about it was clear. When 
I came to examine this matter, I found 
many carnal Reaſonings in my ſelf againſt 
the Belief of it. I chought with my 
ſelf, how could it be that I ſhould fall in 
another, and one that was ſo many hun- 
dred years before me? But the Lord 
gave me to conſider what was the firſt 
Sin which caus'd the Fall, and by the 
Scriptures I underſtood it to be Pride 
and Unbelief. It was Pride, in that 4- 
dam aim'd to be as God, knowing Good 
and Evil; and Unbelief appear'd, in 
that he hearken'd unto Satan, and diſ- 
obey'd God. I then inquir'd if any of 
theſe Sins dwelt in me; and upon a ſtrict 
ſearch I found they dwelt in my Nature: 
which I thought was ſufficient to con- 
- vince me that I fell in Adam, ſince the 
firſt Sin that came into the World was 
found in my Nature. Next I examin'd 
my Faith about Children, whether I be- 
lievd that every Child was born in Sin, 
and that there was Sin enough in ever 
Child to condemn and deitroy it for 
ever, unleſs God interpos'd with his infi- 
nite Mercy, and Merits of Jeſus 9 


22 
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I found: upon this Inquiry a great deal 
of Unbelief in my Heart, from whence 
proceeded many carnal Reaſonings : As 
how could it be that a Child who could 
not think or act, ſhou'd have fo much 
Sina? But the Lord anſwer'd me from 
his Word, in that Text of Scripture 
which was then brought to my Mind; 
Job 14. 4. Who can bring a clean thing 
out of an unclean? not one. How can 
one that is a Sinner bring forth one that 


has no Sin? That Scripture was alſo: 


brought tomy Remembrance, Pſal. 51.5. 
Behold I was ſhapen in Iniquity, and in 
Sin did my Mother conceive me. By theſe 
I was convinc'd of Original Sin, and 
was made to ſee that from thence all 
actual Sins did flow. Whereupon I 
pleaded with the Lord that he would 
change my Heart, and renew my Na- 
ture, and bring me ſavingly to himſelf. 
| Upon this God gave in that Scripture 
alt call his 


to me, Mat. 1. 21. Thou ſþ 


Name Jeſus, for he ſhall ſave his People 
from their Sins. I then inquir'd whether 
I was willing to part with my Sins, that 
I might be ſav'd ia the way of his = 
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Appointment, I could then ſay, I de- 
fir'd to be enabled to part with all my 
Sins, and conſented to part with them 


that I might be ſav'd. I then inquir'd 
how a Soul might know he had Chriſt ; 
hereupon that Scripture was brought me, 


F any Man be in Chriſt he is a new Crea- 


ture; old things are paſt away, behold all 
things are become new, 2 Cor. 5.17. I 
reflected wich my ſelf, that ſuch a Soul 
has new Affections, new Deſires, new 
'Ends, and new Aims; that it will chuſe 
new Company, and delight to converſe 
with ſuch as fear God. I then ask*'d my 
ſelf, whether this was my Experience 
to which my Heart reply'd, that bleſſed 
be God thro his rich Grace I did thus 
experience it. 

After this I began to be thoughtful 
about the Ordinance of the Lord's Sup- 
per, believing it my Duty to attend it, 
but was very fearful about it, by rea- 
fon of my want of a right Underſtand- 
ing of the Nature of it. Whilſt I was 
thus ſollicitous in my Mind, God ſo or- 
der'd it, that I heard many Sermons 
preach'd about it. In thoſe Sermons tne 
g Miniſter 
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Miniſter preſs d ſuch as had any Know- 
ledg of a Work of Grace on the Heare 
to attend that Ordinance in order to 
Growth in Grace. He ſpoke much of 
the Weightineſs of it, and how muck 
it was the Duty of all that had true 
Grace, tho in a ſmall degree, to attend 
upon it. He deliver'd alſo the Marks of 
Grace, and how a Perſon might know 


when he was converted: And as I heard 
this, I could ſet my Seal to it, that I had 
the Marks he mention'd. He likewiſe 


ſhew'd the Sin of living in the Neglect 
of this or any other Ordinance of God. 
This begat in me great Thoughtfulnefs 
about coming to it, defiring Direction 
from God that I might come aright. [ 
had heard an Expreſſion from Mr. Tom- 
lins the Miniſter, whoſe Labours I then 
attended upon to this purpoſe: © We 
Men- Angels (meaning Miniſters) may 
gather ſuch into the viſible Church, 
* which the Spirit-Angel another day 
« would caſt out: Which made me the 
more earneſt with God, that I might be 
brought in of him, and ſo might not 


be caſt out another day. I allo m_— 
3 1 
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of God, that if I might come to that 
Ordinance, he would incline ſome that 
had been at it to ſpeak to me, and in- 
form me about it. Some time after this 
God inclin'd the Officers of the Church 
to viſit me where I liv'd. They ask'd 
me what Experience I had had of the 
Dealings of God: I was enabl'd to give 
them ſome account. Whereupon they 
told me, that what I ſaid I had found 
was of God, and the Work of the Spi- 
rit. They ſpoke to me-concerning the 
Ordinance ot- the Supper, how much it 
was my Duty to attend it, and what 
Benefit I might receive from it: They 
told me I ſhould fin, if I liv'd any. 
longer in the Neglect of it. They then 

earneſtly preſs'd me to go to the Mini- 
ſter, and ſpeak with him about it, and 
told me they would not leave me till I 
promis'd I would, which accordingly 
ſoon after I did, When I went to ſpeak 
with him, he deſir'd an Account of my 
Experience, which in {ome meaſure I 
gave him. He told me, the Account I 
had given was the Work of the Spirit ; 


that he perceiv'd, I had, been particu- 
larly 
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larly convinc'd of the Sin of Unbelief ; 
which is in Scripture mention'd as the 
Spirit's work only. He then told me 
it was my Duty to attend the Lord's 
Supper, and inform'd me about the Na- 
ture of it, and what was to be under- 
ſtood by it ; and ſoon after this he men- 
tion'd me to the People, in order to the 
being receiv'd the next opportunity. I 
went trembling to it, fearing I I. 
uaderſtand my Duty as I ought; bu 
God was pleas'd graciouſſy to meet me 
there at that time. Such, bleſſed be his 
Name, was the Diſcovery he made of 
himſelf to me, as drew forth my Heart 
to him. I then thought there was no- 
thing that was dear or near to me in the 
World, but I could part with it it God 
requir'd it. 

Soon after this God exercis'd me with 
a Trial. TI had then but one Siſter living 


in the World, having loſt two before; 


4 was marry'd about fifteen miles from 


The Diſcovery the Lord made to 


- at the Sacrament was on the Sabbath 
Day ; and the next day in the morning I 
receiv'd a Letter that my Siſter was 

D taken 
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taken ill. She deſir'd to ſee me, if poſ: 


ſible. I being then engag'd in buſineſs, 
could not go preſently : But on Wedneſ- 
day there came a Man and Horſe for 
me, and told me, if I would ſee her a- 
live, I muſt come away ſtrait, I pre- 
ſently reflected on what I had ſaid to 


God, that there was nothing near and 


dear to me, but I could part with it, if 
he requir'd it ; and now I thought he 
was about to try me, and J preſently be- 
liev'd he would remove this Siſter. I 
deſir'd of him that he would be with me, 
and give me a ready Submiſſion to his 
Will, that hence I might know I lov'd 
him indeed. As I was on the Journey I 
meditated upon Abraham: He had but 


one Son, and that Son was the Son of 
the Promiſe ; yet God no ſooner com- 


manded Abraham to offer him up, than he 
obey'd. I thought, ſure Abrahams Son 
muſt needs be as dear to him, as my 
Siſter was to me. Again I conſider'd 
that Abraham was but a Man, of the 
{ame Lump by Nature as my ſelf, and I 
believ'd God to be the ſame in theſe days 
as in Abraham's; therefore I thought 2 


- _» _ 1 
God that gave to Abraham ſuch a degree 
of Faith, was able to give me Grace, 
and bring me to a full Submiſſion to his 
Will. This encourag'd me to plead with 
him for it, that ſo I might glorify God. 
Theſe Thoughts I had in my Journey, as 
going to ſee my Siſter. 

So ſoon as I came co her, ſhe told me 
ſhe had 'not long to ſtay with me. Ic 
was on Wedneſday night I came to her; 
the Thurſday ſhe ſeem'd ſomething bet- 
ter; the Friday morning early ſhe told 
me it was the laſt day ſhe was to be with 
me, and anon ſhe ſhould be at reſt: 
She told me ſhe would not have me 
troubled, nor deſire Life for her, for 
ſhe muſt tarry with me no longer than 
this Day. And here I could not but ob- 
ſerve, how God would not permit me to 
deſire what was contrary to his Will. 
The moſt I could beg of God that day, 
was, that he would fit her for his Will, 
and bring me to it. About an hour or 
two before ſhe dy*d, ſhe told me that w 
muſt part, but ſhe would not have m 
troubled, for we ſhould meet rogether 
in a better Place, where we ſhould ne- 
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ver part. She was remov'd about fix a 
clock that Evening: So that I was ex- 
ercis'd with this Frial in leſs than a 
week's time after God's Diſcovery of 
himſelf ro me at the Lord's Table. . I 
was at that time, thro Mercy, brought 
in ſome meaſure to a Submiſſion to God's, 
Will. | | | 
After this I had the Thoughts of my 
Siſter often uppermoſt in my Mind; 
when I awak'd, the Thoughts of her 
were foremoſt, ſo that I queſtion'd with 
my ſelf, whether I had rightly and really 
ſubmitted to the Will of God. I exa- 
min'd my ſelf, whom J lov'd beſt; a dy- 
-1ng Siſter or a dying Saviour : If Ilov'd 
| Chriſt beſt, how is it thus with me? 
Hereupon I deſir'd of God, that if I had 
| indeed ſubmitted to his Will, he would 
let me know it; that he would divert 
my Thoughts from the Words of a dy- 
ing Sifter to the Words of a dying 
Saviour: And the Lord anſwer'd my 
| _ Requeſt, bleſſed be his Name. I then 
| hHop'd that God hada Love for me, and 
| that I loved him. I walk'd in the Com- 
fort of this Hope for ſome time, on 
that 


Ca) 


that Scripture was darted into my Mind, 
that the Hope of the Hypocrite ſhould 


periſh: This ſhew'd me that a Perſon 


might have a falſe Hope. I then defir'd 
of God that he would let me know what 
a true Hope was ; for that was it I was 
aiming after. Then came in that Word, 
Col. 1. 27. Chriſt in you the Hope of 


Glory. I reflected what a wonderful. 


Mercy it was, there was ſuch a Founda- 

tion for a Chriſtian's Hope, From hence 
my Hope was at that time ſtrengthen'd. 
I then inquir'd of my ſelf, whether this 


was the Foundation of my Hope; - 


whether I believ'd in the Mercys of 
God, upon the ſole account of Chriſt's 
Merits. I was made to ſee there could 


indeed be no other Foundation of 


Hope ; for there was no Deſert in my 
ſelf, except it were that of Hell and 
Wrath, which Chriſt came to ſave me 
. 
After this another Scripture was im- 

preſs'd upon my Mind, which was to 
lead me to the Duty of holy Meditation. 
They were thole Words in P/al. 1. 2. 
He delightethi in the T0 of the Lord, and 
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iin his Law doth he meditate day and night. 

j Hereupon I concluded that real Chriſ- 
tians would be found in the Duty of 
Meditation. Upon this I reſolv'd to ex- 
erciſe my ſelf in this Duty (but at that 
time I was not ſenſible of the difficulty 
of ir I retir'd to a Room for this pur- 
poſe, and when.I came there I found | 
my Thoughts much confus'd and ram- | 
bling (I may ſay from one end of the. 
Earth to the other.) I then thought 
with my ſelf, I came here to think of 
the things of God, and not to have my 
Thoughts ramble. I reflected again, 
that if I would watch my Thoughts one 
quarter of an hour, I might obſerve a 
multitude of Thoughts, but find it hard 
to have one ſerious Thought of God, or 
for him. So that I thought I had rea- 
{on to ſtand and wonder, that God did 
not cut me off, and caſt me among the 
Damned. But whilſt I was thus think- 
ing, my Thoughts were ſtill rambling ; 
ſo that I was convinc'd I had not power 
over a Thought, and that my Strength 
was but Weakneſs, my Wiſdom Folly, 


and my Light but Darkneſs. — 
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I ſtill reſolv'd I would be found in this 
Duty before I went away, tho it were 
ever ſo hard and difficult; but alas! I 


was convinc'd I could do nothing, but 
muſt look to God for all. 
Under the Senſe of this I went to 
God, deſiring that he would direct my 
Thoughts and aſſiſt me. When I thus 
apply'd my ſelf to him, he was pleas'd 
graciouſly to meet me; tho I muſt ſay, - 
to my Humiliation, I did not come to 
him aright, till I was convinc'd I could 
do nothing without him. The Lord 
then directed my Thoughts; and in my 
Meditations, that which I was led firſt 
to think upon, was my Creation, Preſer- 
vation, and my being provided for. 
PFirſt I conſider'd I was created; but 
by whom? By that God who has no 
Beginning, and will have no End. He 
that created, preſerves and gives being 
to all things, is the God that created me. F 
I conſider'd for what End I was created, 
and how I muſt anſwer the End of my 
Creation. That Scripturecame in, Rev. 
4.11. For thy Pleaſure they are and were 
created, Now the Pleaſure of God is bis 
D 4 Glory. 


Rc ce — — — — 2 GB 
= — —»—-— x —— —Uꝓ P —„- 5 1 
- * —— — * 

1 


| offer the Praiſe that is due to his Name: 
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Glory. I inquir'd what it is to glorify | 
God: Then that Word occurd to me, 
Plal. 50. 23. He that offereth Praiſe, glo- 
rifieth me; and to him that ordereth his 
Converſation aright, will I ſhew the Salva- 
tion of God, I examin'd whether I had 
ever ey*'d the Mercies of God, ſo as to 


wherein I had, I ſaw reaſon to be thank- 
ful; and wherein I came ſhort, I ſaw 
reaſon to be humble. I beg'd of God * 
that he would give me ſuch a meaſure of 
Grace, as mighr help me to glorify him, 
and anſwer:the End of my Creation. 
Next I conſider'd, that I was not only 
created, but preſerv'd, and that by the 
ſame God who gave me Being. Here 1 
conſiderd what I had been preſerv'd 
from, and / what I was preſerv'd for: 
Here I meditated upon Temporal and 
Spiritual . Preſervation. L thought of 
Tempora Preſervations. . Some I had 
heard of, who met with ſad Accidents, 
who when going abroad, were brought 
home again with their Bones broken, &c. 
God had preſerv'd me from theſe Acci- 
dents, and many other Dangers to 
8 | which 
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which I was liable: but this I look'd 
upon as the leaſt part of my Preſerva- 
tion, when I conſider'd that Scripture, 
Tour Adverſary the Devil walketh about 
as 4 roaring Lion, ſeebing whom he may 
devour, 1 Pet. 5. 8. I reflected upon the 
Greatneſs of the Mercy, in being kept 
from this roaring Lion. Next I conſi- 
der'd what I was preſerv'd for; then that 
- Scripture came to my Mind, He waits 
to be Gracious, Iſa. 30. 18. and Pſal. 
130. 4. There is forgiveneſs with him, 
that he. may be fear d. This I thought 
wonderful indeed, to be preſerv'd not 
only from an Evil, but kept for a Good. 
Oh! the wonderful Condeſcenſion of 
God, that he ſhould wait to be graci- 
ous to Sinners ! He waits to give Grace, 
to make the Soul gracious, and thus to 
prepare it for Glory. | 

Again I conſider'd, that I was not on- 
iy preſerv'd, but I was provided for, and 
ſtill by the ſame God. I reflected with 
my ſelf, that if I had not what many 
had in the World, yet I might ſay I had 
what many wanted. I thought it was 
wonderful Love that God ſhould give 
75 me 
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me Bread to eat, Raiment to wear, 
Life to live, or Air to breathe in. Thus 
I was led in my Meditations at this time, 
till at laſt it was almoſt as difficult where 
to leave, as it was at firſt where to be- 
gin. I may ſay thro Grace, I had then 
the ſpecial Preſence of God with me. I 
went on from day to day for a conſide- 
rable time, meditating on the ſame 
things. | 
Still J had a deſire of getting forward 
inthe Knowledg of Chriſt, that I might 
know the right way to Glory. After 
this, there were many Scriptures given 
into me; ſuch as, Jer. 23. 6. He is 
| the Lord our Righteouſneſs. In the Lord 
there is Righteouſneſs and Strength ; ſurely 
ſhall one ſay, In the Lord I have Righte- 
onſneſs and Strength. The Conſideration 
of theſe Scriptures convinc'd me where 
Righteouſneſs and Strength was to be 
had, and convinc'd me it was poſſible 
for a Perſon to know Chriſt to be his 
Righteouſneſs and his Strength; which 
gave me encouragement to plead for this 
| Righteouſneſs and Strength, and alſo for 


the Knowledg of it, 
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I had it often upon my thoughts how 
far a Soul might go and not be a Chri- 
ſtian, agreeable to that Scripture, 1 Cor. 
13. 2, 3. where it is ſaid, Tho I be. 
ſtow all my Goods to feed the Poor, and 
tho 1 give my Body to be burned, and tho J 
have all Faith ſo that I could remove Moun- 
tains, &c. and all this while if I have 
not Charity, I am but as ſounding Braſs, 
and a tinkliog Cymbal. From whence 
we may ſee, a Perſon may go a great 
way in external Dutys, and yet all choſe 
Dutys be rejected, and the Perſon have 
no Acceptation with God, for want of 
a true Principle of Love to him. A 
ſincere Soul who cannot perform the 
external Dutys that bave been mention'd, 
if his Heart be right with God, tho 
he can only. ſigh out a Prayer, or chat- 
ter like a Crane, and is very broken 
in his Language to God; yet I ſay, 
if this be done from a principle of Love 
to God, and an aim at his Glory, he 
ſhall be accepted with God thro Chriſt. 
Ofttimes a Hypocrite that has no Grace 
may outſhine the ſincere Chriſtian, in 
appearance to Men. Many miſs of Hea- 
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| ven thro the total neglect of their Duty, 


and Living and Dying in their Sins. 
Others that are found in the external 
Performance of their Duty, and in this 
reſpect go beyond many others, do 
alſo miſs of Heaven, by placing thoſe 
Performances in the room of Chriſt. 
Many go to Heaven's Gate with Works 
in their Hand, but do not enter for 
want of Grace in the Heart. Many 
will ſay in the laſt Day, Lord, Lord, 
open to us, but be diſappointed. How 
ſhould every Soul beg they may be ſet 
right for Heaven! As to moral Honeſty 
and external Dutys, there is no being a 
Chriſtian without them; but it is poſ- 
ſible to have theſe, and yet be no true 
Chriſtian, for want of a right Princi- 
ple and End in what we do. A ſincere 
Soul is willing to be found 1n every 
Duty God requires of him ; but when he 
has done all, he is ready to renounce 
it in point of Juſtification, as having 
done nothing, and to depend only upon 
he perfect Obedience of Chriſt for his 
2cceptance with God. The gracious | 
art is convinc'd there is much Sin 

cleaving 


" 
cleaving to the beſt of his Performances. 
And if in every Duty there is Sin which 
needs a Pardon, it is impoſſible that by 
any Duty or Performance we ſhould 
merit a Pardon, This is what God has 
convinc'd me of, that ſo I might be led 
to Chriſt : Bleſſed be his Name for ſuch 
reachings! The Lord grant theſe things 
may be made teachings to others, that 
ſo God may have the, Glory of his own 
Grace, and I may Have Comfort in his 
way. 7 

I had ſome Meditations alſo upon 
{ome Petitions in the Lord's Prayer. I 
ſhall give ſome account of the firſt : my 
inquiry was, How a Soul might call God 
Father, who could not ſee a peculiar 
Intereſt in him as a Father? To this I 
reply'd, that God is the Father of all 
Living. He is our Father by Creation 
and Preſervation, where he is not by 
Regeneration and Adoption; ſo that I 
was convinc'd it was the Duty of all to 
own. him: and upon this, that Word 
occur'd to my Mind, If 1 am a Father, 


where is my Honour? if a Maſter, where 
is my Fear? Mal. 1. 6. I then believ'd 
it 
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it my Duty to honour God as a Fa- 
ther. I then inquir'd when a Soul 
might be ſaid to honour God as a Fa- 
ther. I thought the Soul that honour'd 
him, could truſt in him. I refleed 
how a Child could truſt its natural 
Parent. If the Father lead his little 
Child abroad in the Hand, and one 
ſeeming an Enemy ſhall come, and threa- 
ten to take away the Child from its Fa- 
ther; the Child has ſuch Confidence 
of its Father's Love and Care while in 
his Hand, that it is not afraid of him 
that threatens to take it away. Thus 
ſhould the Soul believe it ſelf to be in 
the Hand of its Heavenly Father, and 
this ſhould free it from diſtruſtful fear 
of its Enemies. It is our Duty to truſt 
God at all times, and for all things; as 
his Servant did of old, who ſaid, A. 
what time he was afraid, he would truſt 
in Goa, Pfal. 56, 3. We are comman- 


ded to truſt in the Lord for ever, for in 

the Lord Jehovah is everlaſting Strength. 

Thus I thought I was inſtructed how to 

. honour God as a Father. I then de- 

| fir'd he would ſtrengthen my ne 
im, 
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him, that I might be enabled thus to 
truſt in him and honour him as a Father. 
I thought alſo with my ſelf, if I beloog'd 
to God, the whole Trinity, Father, Son 

» and Spirit, were concern'd about my Sal- 


” ov 
* 
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vation, 
Further, I deſir'd of God I might 
know how a Soul is brought ſavingly to 
' Chriſt. Upon this there were two Scrip- 
tures very powerfully impreſſed upon 
me; Jobn 6. 44. None can come unto 
the Son except the Father dram him: and 
Chriſt ſays, As many as the Father hath 
given me, ſhall come to me; and he that 
cometh to me, I will in no wiſe caſt out, 
v. 37. From hence I was convinc'd that 
we are made Chriſt's by God's Gift of 
us to him, as well as Chriſt's purchaſe. 
I refleQed how the Father may be con- 
ceiv'd to bring the Soul to Chriſt. 1 
conſider'd, it was firſt the Spirit's work 
to convince of Sin, and ſhew the Soul 
its loſt undone State by Nature and 
Practice, and thus to ſhew the Soul its 
need of Chriſt, The Spirit that con- 
vinces the Soul of its Miſery, leads alſo 
to the Remedy. I ſee the Soul muſt be 
brought 


(4) :; 
brought to Chriſt, as a guilty filthy 
Creature, a loſt undone Sinner; as one 
that has nothing, and can do nothing ; 
as one that is altogether helpleſs, and 
worthleſs, as the poor Leprous Creature; 
as one that has nothing to ſatisfy for the 
leaſt Sin, and that is unworthy of the 
leaſt Favour. Thus muſt we come by 
Faith to the Blood of Sprinkling, to that 
Blood which ſpeaks better things than the 
Blood of Abel, It is ſaid, the Blood of 


Chriſt cleanſeth from all Sin : Oh! Bleſſed 


be God for Jeſus Chriſt! that a poor 
Sinner may have ſuch a Friend to come 
to, ſuch a Friend tò be found in, and to 
come to God by. It may well be call'd 
4 Fountain open for Sin and for Unclean- 
neſs, for Judah and Jeruſalem to waſb 
in, Zech. 13. 1, How ſhould every 
one plead hard that the Lord would lead 
him to this Fountain; what a ſutable 
Remedy is here provided for our Mt- 
ſery ! Let all be earneſt with God that 
they may not be Strangers to this Re- 
medy. Oh! wonderful condeſcending 
Love! that God fhouid come from Hea- 


ven to Earth, to fetch us from Earth 
. to 
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to Heaven! It may well be faid, great 
is the Myſtery of Godlineſs, God ma- 
nifeſt in the Fleſh, juſtify d in the Spirit, 
ſeen of Angels, preach'd unto the Gentiles, 
believed on in the World, received ap into 
Glory, 1 Tim. 3. 16. Wonderful in- 
deed ! to think that God ſhould aſſume 
human Nature, to make us Partakers 
of his divine Nature! He took our Na- 
ture, that he might ſuffer in our ſtead, 
and die in our room, that he might re- 
ſtore. us unto the favaur of God again. 
He wore a Crown of Thorns, to the 
end that every one that believeth may 
wear a Crown of Glory. He was disfi- 
gur'd by our Sins, that we might be 
beautify'd with his Grace. He drank 
of the bitter Cup our Sins had mingled, 
that he might deal forth a Cup of Sal- 
vation to all them that believe. How 
ſhould our Eye be directed to this Je- 
ſus, God in our Nature, the Author and 


Finiſher of our Faith? What a Mercy is 


it! How ſhould we prize it! Thar our 
Lot is caſt in Goſpel-Days, that we live 
under the Sun-ſhine of it? I deſire for 
ever to admire free Grace, and the di- 


E ſt in- 
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ſtinguiſhing Love of God in theſe Mer- 
cies. I have often thought, that my Lot 
might have been caſt among the Heathen 
in the dark Corners of the Earth, where 
I might only have known Miſery, but 
never have heard of the Remedy. But 
this I have to bleſs God for, that he has 
not only ſhewa me my Miſery, but led 
me to the Remedy, I bleſs him that it 
was in his Heart to enter into a new 
Covenant, and to find out ſuch a way, 
whereby his own Juſtice might be ſa- 
tisfy'd, and his Wrath appeas'd, and I 
ſaved in a righteous way. I bleſs God 
for this Salvation. It may well be ſaid, 
How ſhall we eſcape if we neglect ſo great 
Salvation as is offer'd to us in Jeſus Chriſt ? 
Heb. 2. 3. 1100 1 

Some Scriptures were powerfully im- 
preſs*d upon my Mind; as, Fear not lit- 
tle Flock, it is your Father's good Pleaſure 
to give you a Kingdom, Luke 12. 32. 80 
that Rom. 9, 27. Tho the Seed of Iſrael 
be as the Sand of the Sea, jet a Remnant 
ſhall be ſaved : ſo that Mat. 19.30: Ma- 
ny are cal”d, but few are choſen 5 10 Mat. 
7. 13. Broad is the Way, and wide * 
g te 


U 
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the Gate that leads to Deſtruction, and 
many there be that go in theneat; but nar- 
row is the Way, and ſtrait is the Gate that 
_ to Life, and few there be that find 

8 By all thoſe I, underſtood. that 
Chi?) Flock was but a little Flock, 
that there ate but few laved, and many 
deſtroy d. I en Pander'd in, emy 
thoughts why ſo many were damaed, 
and ſo few ſav'd. r ſo long, till 
it begat in me ſome. hard. thoughts of 
God, for which I have reaſon to be 
humbled; but the Lord was pleas d gra- 
cioully to meet ſoon with, Mme; and to 
ſet my thoughts right in this mater ; 
Bleſſed be his Name in condeſcegding 
to give me an account of his Proceed- 
ing. For that Scripture was powertylly 
given in to me, where it is ſaid, "Curſed 
is every one that continueth not in all things 
that are written in the Book of the Jzaw 
zo do them, Gal. 3. 10. I then thought 
there was none that was able to conti- 
nue in any one of them, and much, leſs 
in all. Thea I was convinc'd that eve- 
ry Soul was naturally under the Curſe, 
I therefore no longer ponder'd why fo 

E 2 many 
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many were damned, but rather wondred 
that any were ſaved. Then another 
Scripture was brought to me, which 
ſhew'd me how they were ſaved that 
were redeem'd from the Curſe, 2 Cor. 
5. 21. He that knew no Sin, was made 

Sin and a Curſe for us, that we might be 
made the Righteouſneſs of God in him. 
Matter indeed of Admiration and Aſto- 
niſhment; that he that had and could 
have no Sin, ſhould be made, Sin for us ; 
that we that had and could have no Righ- 
teouſneſs, might be made Righteous thro 
him. Indeed a wonderful Exchange ! 
that our Sins ſhould thus be transfer'd 
upon him, that his Righteouſneſs might 
become ours: That he ſhould bear the 
Puniſhment of Sin for us, that we might 
be redeem'd from Hell and Wrath, and 
not only ſo, but brought into the favour 
too of the bleſſed God. 

After this I had this thought very 
much impreſs'd upon my mind, that 
Chrift would be a whole Saviour or no 
Saviour; he muſt be all in all, or will 
be nothing at all to any ſaving purpoſe 
to the Soul. This follow'd me from 

+ day 


- 
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day to day, being uppermoſt in my 
thoughts. So that I then thought it 
was requiſite I ſhould inquire whether 


Chriſt was mine, but how ſhould I 


do to know? Why I conſidered, that I 
muſt chuſe Chriſt in all his Offices; a 
whole Chriſt, with a whole Heart ; but 
how ſhould I know I did this? I then 
reflected with my ſelf, that I ought 
to inquire what was contained in each Of- 
fice of Chriſt, and then examine my ſelf 
bY it, and ſo I might come to a reſolution 
of this Inquiry; I then inquired what 
was contained in the Office of Chriſt as 
a Prophet. The Office of a Prophet is 
to teach and inſtruct a People. Then I 
examined my ſelf, whether I was willing 
to have Chriſt my Prophet to reach and 
inſtrut me; I thought I was willing, 
but how ſhall I truly know I am willin 
to learn of Chriſt, till I know what 
muſt learn? Then I asked of the Lord 
what I muſt learn, and that Word came 
into my mind, Learn of me, for I am 
meek and lowly of Heart; take my Toke 
upon you, for my Toke is eaſy, and my Bur- 
den is light, "0! 
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Next I meditated what it was to have 
Chriſt in his Prieſtly Office. The Office 
of a Prieſt is to offer up Sacrifice to 
God for a People. Then I examined 
my ſelf, whether J believ'd: that Chriſt 
had offer d up himſelf a Sacrifice to God 
for me, whether I believed that God had 
accepted Chriſt's Obedience for my Diſ- 
obedience; whether I believ'd that he 
had fulfil'd the Law, for my breaking 
of the Law? WhilſtI examin'd my Faith 
in this matter, I may ſay thro rich 
Grace, God enabled me to believe: So 
that whilſt I was muſing the Fire burn'd, 
and hiiſt I asked God anſwered. | 
Next I inquir'd, what was contained 
inathe Kiogly Office of Chriſt. The 
Office of a King is to rule a People, 
and to ſubdue Enemies. I then inquired 
of my ſelf, | whether I was willing to 
have Chriſt as la King to rule me, and 
to ſubdue Sin and Iniquity for me, and 
to ſubject me to himſelf? I inquired 
whether I was as willing to be holy as 
happy, to be ſanctiſy'd as juſtify'd, to 
live ta God while I lived, as I ſhould be 
to live with God when I died? 3 
yp 6 this 
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this inquiry T found my Heart knit to 
Goc and that I could cloſe with Chriſt 
in all his Offices upon his own Terms. 
Bleſſed be God for his rich Grace to me 
in Chriſt ! T liv'd in the Comfort of this 
for a time, and I may now fay, I ſhall do 
ſo to all Eternity. 

Soon after this God exercis'd me with h 
a Trial, in withdrawing himſelf from me 
for a Time; this the Lord did I hope 
for the Trial of my Grace, and at the 
ſame time he ſtrengthen'd it. He did 
not need to try me for his own Know- 
ledg, for he knew well what he had gi- 
ven me, but, bleſſed be his Name, that 
I might know it my ſelf. Upon his firſt 
withdrawing from me, I had that word 
given in to me, and was enabled to be- 
lieve in it; In a little Wrath 1 hid my 
Face from thee for a moment, but with 
everlaſting Mercy will he gather thee, and 
have Mercy on thee, Ia. 54. 7, 8. I 
then, believ'd that God might hide his 
Face in Love, that it ſhould be bur as 
for a moment, and that he would return 
and have Mercy upon me. But till he 
did return 1 had no reſt; I was griev'd 

| E 4 from 
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from day to day at the thoughts that I 
ſhould grieve God, and provoke him 
thus to withdraw from me; I reflected 
upon the Experience and Enjoyments 
I had of God in Days paſt, and that 
if I had not provok'd him, he would 
not have left me. I was hardly fit at 
that time to be ſeen in Company, by 
reaſon of great Sorrow. The Affliction 
I had, proceeded from Love to God; 
I was then made to know I lov'd him. 
Walking often in the Garden for Medi- 
tation, and taking a view of the Works 
of God at a time when the Trees were 
white for Fruit, I thought whatever I 
look*d upon of the Creation, it anſwer'd 
its End, and fo all obey'd God. I con- 
fider'd, God no ſooner commanded the 
Heavens to give down Rain than they 
obey'd, and the Earth to bring forth 
Fruit than it obey'd; and thought I, 
ſhall I be worſe than the reſt of God's 
Creation? Oh! if I had not diſobey'd 
God, ſure he would not thus have with- 
drawa from me: and if God would 
never manifeſt himſelf more to me, I 


thought he would be juſt; but this I 
| | was 
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was not able to bear. I remain'd un- 
der this trouble and thoughtfulneſs for 
about the ſpace of a Month, and by rea - 
ſon of it was brought under great bodily 
Weakneſs. I continu'd three Weeks be- 
fore the Miniſter I belong'd to had an ac- 
count of it ; when he heard it he ſoon 
came to me. I ſignify'd to him how it 
was with me, I alſodefir'd him to be ear- 
neſt with God for me, that I might a- 
gain enjoy him; I told him I was not 
able to ſtay any longer without him. 

He then ſaid to me, Bleſſed be God for 
this Sickneſs ; I might ſurely ſay with 
the Spouſe in the Canticles, Stay me with 
Flagons, Comfort me with Appier, for I am 
ſick of Love, Cant. 2. 5. He ſaid, this 
was Love ſickneſs indeed. He told me 
that the ſame God who had made me 
ſick of Love to himſelf, would ſurely 
make me well by giving himſelf to me. 
I found great relief in my Spirit, and 
ſome — of God, at the ſame 


time that his Servant was thus ſpeaking 
to me. The Miniſter was carried forth, 
when ſeeking God for his diſcovering of 
himſelf to me as my God. And in a 


ſhort 
% 
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| ſhort time after this God was graciouſly | 

| pleaſed to fhine in upon me, and to 
ive me the Comforts of his Holy Spirit. 
Oh! for ever Bleſſed be his Name for 
that rich Grace and Mercy in Chriſt, 
which hath, and doth ſtill appear to me 
The way that the Lord diſcover'd him- 
ſelf to me was gradually, that I cannot 
give ſo particular account of it in words. 

It is better felt than expreſs'd; it is now + 
eleven Years fince I had this manifeſta- 
tion of the Love of God, and ever ſince 
J have been enabled to walk in the ſenſe 
of the Love of God, I may thro rich 
Grace now ſay as Peter did, Lord thou 
Enomeſt all things, thou knoweſt that I love 
thee. I love God becauſe he firſt loved me; 
and may I love him always, to the Praiſe 
of the Glory of his Grace; and in or- 
der hereunto, may T be kept watchful, 
humble, and thankfut. I may now tru- 
Iy ſay, that he has loved me, and given 
himſelf for me. T have reaſon to admire 
the Riches of his free Grace, and diſtin- 
euiſhing Love, that ever he ſhould chuſe 
ſuch a one as I, that he ſhould adopt me 

to be one of his Family. He has _ 
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{en me for himſelf, that I might ſhew 
forth his Praiſe. I can now ſay, I ex- 


perience much of God in his Ordinances, 
in hearing the Goſpel preach'd, and the: 
Word read, in Meditation, Prayer, and 


in an eſpecial manner 1n the Sacrament 
of the Lord's-Supper ; there I have been 
directed and aſſiſted to go from the Signs 
to the Thing ſignify'd. When I fee the 
Bread broken, I believe the Body of 
Chriſt was broken for me: when J ſee 
the Bread, I deſire, as the Bread becomes 
one with my natural Body, ſo I may 
be brought into a nearer Union with 


Chriſt : when I take the Cup in remem- 


brance of his ſhedding his Blood for the 
Remiſſion of my Sins, I deſire that as 


I drink the Wine, I may receive a freſh - 
{ſupply of the Spirit of Grace, to enable 
me to watch more againſt Sin, and the 
remainder of Corruptions that yet lodg 
too much in me (and for which I have 


reaſon to be humbled) that I may gain 


the Victory over all my Temptations, 
and act and walk as one that has been 


with Jeſus, 


Now 
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Now I can ſay, thro the infinite Grace 
of God, that my Beloved is mine, and 
I am his. He is to me the Chief among 
ten Thouſand. He is the beloved of my 
Soul. Indeed I ſee him the Pearl of 
great Price. It may well be faid, zo 
them that believe be is Precious. NowTlI 
know what it is to believe in Chriſt, 
what Faith is, and that I have it; what 
that Faith is which worketh by Love. 
In what I now do, the Love of Chriſt con- 
ſtrains me. I bleſs God for theſe Expe- 
riences of his Grace, and that Aſſurance 
that I have of his Love in Chriſt. This 
I have attain'd unto thro Diligence in 
the uſe of means according to his Word, 
where it is ſaid, give Diligence to make 
your Calling and Election ſure. And as 
the Lord hath given me the Aſſurance of 
his Love, fo he maintains it in his own 
way, in the way of Watchfulneſs, and 
the uſe of Goſpel-Ordinances, not for my 
Diligence as a Cauſe thereof, but in the 
exerciſe of it .as a means. Even as i» 
keeping of his Commandments there is 
reat Reward, but not for it. I know 
- after I have done all I can for _ 
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and my own Soul, I have done no more 


than what was my Duty, and muſt ill 
acknowledg my ſelf an unprofitable Ser- 
vant, that is, in reſpect of God, tho I 
may be profitable to my ſelf and others, 
while I am aiming at his Glory. 
I bleſs God my Lot has been caſt in 
Goſpel-Days, under the preaching of 
Goſpel-Miniſters. I deſire while I live 


to improve theſe precious Mercys, and - 


from my Experience would encourage 
others to exerciſe their Diligence in the 
uſe of Means, that they may attain to 
the ſame Injoyments. Let ſuch as read 
theſe Lines conſider, that I was once 
as ignorant as any, but God has taught 
me the Knowledg of himſelf in his own 
time. I was once dead in Treſpaſſes and 
Sins, but he hath quicken'd me. I was 
once afar off, but he hath made me nigh 
ro himſelf by the Blood of the Covenant, 
thro the Riches of his Grace, that hath 
abounded and doth abound to me in 
Chriſt. Oh! that others would plead 
hard with God, and for his Son's ſake, 
he would teach and quicken them, and 


bring them to himſelf, and take them 
into 
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into a Covenant-relation with himſelf, - 
as he hath done me, Some may cry out 


of the hardaeſs of their Heart, that they 


do not fee the Evil of Sin, nor their 


need of a Saviour, and therefore know 


not how to come to God. Why come 
Sirs, in the' ſenſe of the hardneſs of your 


Heart, and plead with him, that he 


would make good his Promiſe. to you, 
in taking away the Heart of Stone, and 


giving you a new Heart, and cauſing you 


to walkin by ways. That Word was of 
excellent uſe to me in Years paſt, where 
it is ſaid, I will put my fear in their Hearts, 
that they ſhall not depart from me, Jer. 
32. 40. By that Word I was made to 
Jee, that God undertakes for both ſides, 
which encourag'd me to plead with him, 
that he would write his Law in my Heart, 
and keep me according to his word, that 
I might not depart from him; and ac- 
cordingly I . have found him to be what 
he hath promiſed, for which I have rea- 
fon eternally to bleſs and praiſe his Name. 
It hath pleaſed him to exerciſe me with 
much bodily Weakneſs; but having ſo 


much in himſelf, I find the enjoyment of 


him 
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him to be Strength in Weakneſs, Life 
in Death, Joy in Sorrow, a Cordial, at 
all times; and in all I meet with in my 
way home wards, I can ſay he is God 
all- ſufficient, I find him ſo. Oh! who 
can tell what it is to enjoy this Love of 
Loves! This is the white Stone, and 4 
nem Name which none knows ſave he that 
has it. Oh! the beighth and depth, the 
length and breadth' of this Love of God, 
which is in Chriſt Jeſus my Lord ! If the 
enjoyment of God he ſo great here whilft 
in this Rody of Sin, and in a World of 
Snares and Temptations, what will the 
full enjoyment of him be, where there 
ſhall be no mixture of Sin or Sorrow! 
If the Earneſt, be ſo great, what ſhall 
the Inheritance be! Well may it be 
laid, Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, 
neither hath it enter'd into the Heart of 
Man to concetve what he. has laid up for 
them that love him. Bleſſed be God for 
the Intereſt I. have in this Inheritance! 
Bleſſed be God for Jeſus Chriſt, the Pur- 
chaſer and Foundation of all the Mercies 
I do enjoy, and ſhall enjoy to all Eter- 
nity. I now believe that Chriſt came 
1nto 
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into the World for me, to redeem me 
from Sin and Wrath ; I believe chat he 
ſuffer'd and dy*d for me; I believe that 
he roſe again, aſcended, and is now at 
the right hand of God for me, and ever 
lives to make Interceſſion for me, ac- 
cording to his Word, I can ſay I expe- 
rience thro the Grace of God, the Pow- 
er of his Death, in being enabled to die 
unto Sin; and the Power of his Reſur- 
rection, in being rais'd to newneſs of Life. 
T experience the benefit of his Interceſ- 
fion, in the Influences of his Grace and 
Spirit upon me. I know I have the In- 
comes of his Spirit, by the out-goings of 
my Heart to God. I can ſay, the De- 
fire of my Soul is towards God, and the re- 
membrance of his Name. I can ſay, Whom 
have I in Heaven but thee? and there is 
none upon Earth I deſire in compariſon of 
thee. In Years paſt the Thoughts of 
Death were very terrible to me, ſo that 
I could not bear them; and then it plea- 
ſed God to let me know, it was more 
my Duty to think how to prepare for it, 
than only to think of it ; upon which 


the thoughts became more tolerable and 
ceaſy 
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eaſy to bear: but God has now ſpar'd 
my Liſe to a time wherein the thoughts 
of Death are pleaſant, I own Death in 
it ſelf is an Enemy to Nature, but it is a 
Friend to Grace. Death is not now ter- 
rible to me, becauſe I know the ſting of 
it is taken away by the Death of Chriſt. 
I long for the approach of that Hour, 
when I ſhall be freed from Sin, and have 
the full enjoyment of that God whom I 
now enjoy but ia part. The Proſpe& of 
this Blefled Time do's often fill me with 
great Joy; but this longing is with a 
Submiſſion to the Will of God, know- 
Ing his time to be beſt : I believe, when 
ripe for Glory, I ſhall be taken to it; 
in the mean time I deſire to wait, not 
knowing what may yet bein the Womb 
of Providence concerning me, or what 
God may have for me to do or ſuffer, 
before he take me home to himſelf ; 
believing that he has decreed nothing 
concerning me, but what ſhall be for his 
own Glory, and my Good. Inthe mean 
time I deſire to be kept cloſe to him- 
ſelf, that T may be found Faithful even 
to Death, ſeeing it ſuch only to whom 
e 
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he hath promiſed a Crown of Life. 


They who endure to the End, ſhall be ſaved. 


I need freſh Supplies, that J may per- 


- ſevere and hold out. May the Grace of 
Faith and Patience be ſtill in Exerciſe. 


There are two Scriptures of great uſe 
to me at this time; that in 2 Theſſ. 3. 
5. The Lord direct your Heart into the 
Love of God, and the patient waiting for 
Chriſt. And that in Heb. 10. 36. Te 
have need of Patience, that after ye have 
done the Will of God, ye might inherit the 
Promiſes. The Thoughts of Death are 
often upon my Mind. I believe Death 
to be a Work by it ſelf, ſo that I need 
have no other Work to do when that 
comes. It is what I ne'er yet paſs'd thro; 
and as it is an Exerciſe'I never yet had, 
fo I do expect that Grace I ſhall never 
till then experience ; according to that 


"Word, As thy Day is, ſo ſhall thy Strength 


be, Deut. 33. 25. I know the Light 
of God's Countenance is ſufficient to 


make that dark Entry light; and I be- 


lieve that at the time my Soul and Body 
ſhall be ſeparated, I ſhall have a Chriſt 
tobid me welcome into his Father's King- 

dom, 


(83) , 
dom, according to what in his Word 
he 10 5 2 — 1 will ſay, viz. Come 
e Bleſſed of my Father, inherit the Ring- 
To prepar'd for you, before the Tan | 
tions of the World, This I have ground 
to believe; for ſuch as he has enabled to 
receive Chriſt into their Heart by Faith, 
ſuch ſhall have a Chriſt to receive them 


into Glory. 


' MEDITATIONS | 


UPON SOME 


PASSAGES 


O F 


SCRIPTURE. 


BY 
MARY HURLL 


LONDON, 


Printed in ma Year, 1711. 
* 


(8) 


— 


MEDITATIONS 


UPON SOME 


Paſſages of Scripture. 


Have had ſome Meditations on the 
3d of Geneſis, beginning at the 87% 


Verſe; wherein I have experienced, 


thro rich Grace, much of the Aſſiſ- 
tance of the ſpecial Preſence of God; 
which makes me now willing, as he ſhall 


aſſiſt me, to leave it in writing, aiming 


at God's Glory, for the Uſe and Incou- 
ragement of ſuch as may read it. 
It is ſaid, The Lord God walked in the 


Garden. The Lord God; that ſignifys 


Chriſt was there, as I have heard it 
explain*d : and I do believe, that as the 
Son was With the Father, in the creating 
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of Man, ſo he was alſo with the Father 


in the looking after Man. It is ſaid, The 
Lord God walked in the Garden. I have 


conſidered, a Walk implys ſome Stay: 
the Uſe and Improvemeat that I have 
thought ſhould be made of God's Com- 
ing and Staying in the Garden, is to con- 
ſider the Reaſonableneſs of our Service. 
Did God come to look after us? then *cis 
highly reaſonable that our Thoughts and 


Affections ſhould always go to him, who 


ſo condeſcends to look after us. It is 
highly reaſonable, that my Thoughts and 
others ſhould ſtay upon him, that ſtazd 
in the Garden, Whilſt I was thus think- 


ing in my Meditations, that Scripture . 


was brought to my Mind, He will keep 


him in perfett Peace, whoſe Mind is ftaid 


on him, becauſe he truſteth in him. Indeed 
a good word of Incouragemeat to ſtay 
the Mind upon God. I have conſider'd 
at what time God came and ftaid in the 
Garden; *rwas ina time of Provocation, 
and the higheſt Provocation too ; then 
it was that God ſo condeſcends to take a 
time to conſult with himſelf, what he 
may do to ſatisfy his own Juſtice, and 

| : to 
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to glorify bis own Mercy, and to fave 
loſt Sinners in a righteous way : not that 
God needed to take a time then to conſult 
what to do, for he knew from all Eter- 
nity what he would do, with or for loſt 
Sinners. But ſuch was his Condeſcen- 
ſion, that in time he took a time to con- 
ſult with himſelf, that he might teach 
us what we ought to do. Did God take 
a time, in a time of Provocation, to 
conſult with himſelf, for his own Glory 


And our Good? This ſhould teach us to 


take ſome time of Conſideration with 
our ſelves, in the time of Provocations, 


What we may do to prevent Sin and Sa- 


tan, and to glorify God. I may ſay, 
thro Grace, this is the uſe that God has 


taught me to make of it, bleſſed be his 


Name. 

It is faid, the Lord God walked in the 
Garden in the Cool of the Day; that im- 
plys the Heat of the Day to be over, ſig- 
nifying God's Wrath was abated, and 
his Anger aſſuaged towards Sinners, as I 
have heard that fo explain'd. I have 
thought, that for what I know God 
might ſtay as long in the Garden, as 

1 Adam 
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Alam ſtood in the State of Innocency : 
but how long God ſtay'd in looking after 
Adam and his Poſterity ; or how long 
Adam: ſtood in the State of Innocency, 
cannot be known. But this I do know, 
that the Lord God waits long to be gra- 
cious; and there is Forgiveneſs with him, 
that he may be feared. Bleſſed be his Name 
that it is fo. | 

It is ſaid, the Lord God called after 
Adam; Adam, where art thou? | have 
conſidered, that as the Lord God called 
after Adam, Chriſt was in the Call. O 
bleſſed and gracious Call! O wonderful 
Grace, that ever God ſhould call once af- 
ter loſt Man! Yet ſtill more wonderful, 
that this gracious Call ſhould be conti- 
nued to this Day. Ihave obſerved how 
the Lord God called after Adam, not by 
Means, Inſtruments, Ordinances or Pro- 
vidences; but he called immediately, 
and Chriſt was inthe Call. As the Call 
was immediate from God, and Chriſt 
was in it, we may believe it was effec- 
tual Calling, and that evidenc'd Adam's 
Election. Bleſſed be God for ſuch a Cal- 


ling that 1 is in Chriſt.. 
God 
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God ſaid, Adam, where art thou? | 
have obſerved by the way, the vaſt Dif- 
ference between God's ſpeaking, and 
Man's ſpeaking to Man. Moſes, that 
meek Man, ſaid to the Children of 1/- 
rael, Numb. 20. 10. Ye Rebels, muſt 1 
bring forth Water out of the Rock? God 
might have ſaid to Adam, when he fell, 
Rebel, where art thou? What haſt thou 
done, or whither art thou gone? Bur 
he only ſaid, Adam. I have obſerved, in 
the time of a Rebellion, God call'd Adam 
by his own Name that was given him, 
and that ſhould teach us to call Perſons 
by their own Name, in time of Provo- 
cation; I believe if we did ſo, it would 
be a means to prevent much ſinful Paſ- 
fion. My Thoughts have run much far- 
ther than I can leave in writing. 

The Lord God calPd after Adam, 
Where art thou ? God well knew where 
Adam Was, and what he had done; but 
he called, that Adam might know him- 
ſelf. Adam ſaid; I heard thy Voice in the 
Garden, and I was afraid, becauſe I was 
naked ; and I hid my ſelf. I heard thy 
Voice, and was afraid: J have thoughe 

what 


rible; well then might Adam be afraid. 
; ce 
of 
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what Voice it was that Adam heard in 
the Garden, that made him to be afraid ; 


I believe it was a terrible Voice that 


Adam then heard in the Garden: tho it 
were poſſible, thro infinite Grace and 
Mercy, that God ww. be reconcil'd to 
the Sinner, yet it could never be poſſible 
that God ſhould be reconciled to Sin, as 
it is ſo oppoſite to his pure and holy Na- 
ture, ſo contrary to the Being of God. 
He muſt needs appear terrible againſt 
Sin, tho at the ſame time he had a pur- 
ä pou of Love, and a Deſign of Grace in 
| his Heart to the Sinner, which ſoon af- 
ter appeared. T have thought, who can 


think, or who can conceive of the terri- 


bleneſs of that Voice that Adam heard 
after he had ſinned againſt God? With 
this Conſideration, that Adam did not 
ſtand nor fall asa ſingle Perſon, but that 
he repreſented all Mankind : So that all 
ſinned in him, and fell with him in that 
firſt Tranſgreſſion. From thence I be- 
lieve, in ſome ſenſe Adam heard the 
Voice for all, and ſo it muſt needs be ter- 


The Voice of the Lord is as the Voi 
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of many Waters: who can bear the thun- 
dering of the Almighty? The Law was 
ſaid to be given in a terrible manner: 
So I believe the Voice that Adam heard, 
after he had ſin'd, muſt needs be terrible, 


and well might he be afraid. Ir is the 


Judgment of ſome, that we are not to 


underſtand the Voice that Adam then 
heard, to be a vocal Voice : whether vo- 
cal or no, I know not ; but this I be- 
| lieve, that it was ſuch a Voice that Adam 
heard it; and J alſo believe it was a ter- 


rible one. It may be thought the Voice 


that the Child Samuel heard, when he 
thought Eli call'd him, was a vocal 
Voice: but as to the Voice that Adam 
heard in the Garden, whether that was 
vocal or no, I ſhall leave to the Judgment 


of others, it not being material for me 


to know. Adam (aid, Becauſe he was na- 
ted he hid himſelf. I have conſidered, by 
the Aſſiſtance of Grace, what that Na- 
kedneſs was that was the Cauſe of Adams 
hiding himſelf: it ſeems to be that he 
was ſtript of ſomething that before he 
had; that he then complain'd of a Na- 
kedneſs that he did not before. It could 

Not 
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not be that he was ſtrip'd of a material 
Clothing, becauſe he had it not before 
the Fall, or no need of it: We had no 
more need of a material Clothing, when 
we ſtood at firſt in Paradiſe, than we 
ſhall need it when we get again 1nto Pa- 
radiſe. Oh what has Sin done! it has 
made a want of Clothing for Soul and 
Body too. * | 
I have conſidered what it was that 
Adam was ſtrip'd of; it was that glo- 
rious Image of God that he had with 
God in the Creation, that Primitive 
Righteouſneſs and Holineſs that he was 
at firlt inveſted with. This was a Na- 
kedneſs indeed, to be ſtrip'd at once of 
the beſt Good; and not only ſo, but to 


be filled with the worſt Evil. Whilſt L. 


was here thinking, it pleas'd God to 
bring that Scripture to my Mind, Rev. 
3. 10. where it is ſaid, I counſel thee to 
buy of me Gold tried in the Fire, that thou 
mayeſt be rich; and white Rayment, that 
thou mayeſt be clothed, and that the Shame 
of thy Nakedneſs do not appear. O what 
a rich Clothing has God provided to co- 


ver the Nakedneſs we got in the Fall ! 
Who 


r 
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Who could reſtore that glorious Image of 
God that we loſt in the Fall, but he who 
is the expreſs Image of the Father ? 
> Whocould reſtore that Primitive Righ- 
teouſneſs and Holineſs that Adam had at 
firſt, but he that is righteous, and he 
that is holy? Oh what a Reſtorative is 
our Lord Jeſus ! What an exact way to þ 
the Father! Oh that I and others could 408 
prize Chriſt more than ever! Chriſt lit 
muſt needs be precious to every true ge- ñ⁵ 
— | | 
Adam ſaid, Becauſe 1 was naked I bid | 
my ſelf. What a Vail of Ignorance did | 
Sin caſt over the Mind of Adam at once ! | 
That he, who was created in that perfect 
Knowledg, ſhould become ſo ignorant of 
God, as to pretend to hide himſelf from 
him, who is every where preſent. Oh 
how great is the Sin of Ignorance! 
That Sin that was in Adam, is in all our 
Natures. Oh how ignorant be we of 
God naturally, as to any true ſaving 
Knowledg ! It we knew God more, we 
ſhould love him- more, and ſerve him - 
better. God has taught me, upon often 
meditating on this Scripture, to make a 
| further 


e 
further Uſe and Improvement of Adams 


hiding himſelf, I have been made to 


conſider, there was not the leaſt Commu-/ 
nion to be had between God and Adam, 
after Adam had ſin'd, till he was got into 


a Hiding+Place : So there is no Commu- 


nion to be had now between a gracious 
God and Sinners, till we get into the 


Rock Chriſt, that Hiding. Place. Bleſ- 
ſed be God for ſuch a Shelter, for ſuch a 


Surety, for ſuch a Friend with the Fa- 


ther: He is the Lord, our Righteouſ- 


neſs and Strength; bleſſed be God for 
ſuch a Righteouſneſs and Strength. 
Verſe 11. And he ſaid, Who told thee 
that thou waſt naked? Haſt thou eaten of 
the Tree whereof I commanded thee that 
thou ſhouldſt not eat ? | 


Here I 9bſerved, that God ſpake twice 


before he had once an Anſwer; and as he 
did then, ſo he does ſtill. Oh wonderful 
Condeſcenſion of a good and gracious 
God, to ſpeak ſo often to Man, as he did 
then, and does ſtill, before he hath once 
an Anſwer! He ſpeaks now to us by 
his Word, his Ordinances, and his Pro— 


vidences : but what a deat Ear is there 
to 


D 
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to all, whilſt in a State of Nature? Oh 


what need hath every Soul of quickning 


and renewing Grace, in order to anſwer 


God's Call! I have obſerved, in my Me- 
diations, what Anſwer Adam made to 
God: The Woman thou gaveſt me, ſbe 


gave me, and I did eat. The farther 1 


go in my Meditations, the more I ſtand 
amaz'd at God's Patience and Forbea- 
rance. Oh the wonderful Patience of 
God, that he did not execute Judgment 
immediately upon Adam and all his Po- 
ſterity, when he had ſuch an Anſwer 
from Adam! But what ſhall we ſay? 
God's Patience and Forbearance is like 
himſelf: It may well be faid, God waits 


long to be gracious, and there is Forgive- 
neſs with him that he may be feared. I 


have ſeen by the way, how Sin hardens 
the Heart, as well as blinds the Mind, 


or elſe Adam could not have given ſuch 
an Anſwer to God. In his Anſwer he 


ſeem'd to excuſe his Sin or himſelf, tho 
he and his Poſterity had ſo fallen away 
from God, by ſinning againſt him. Sin 
and Excuſe came into the World toge- 
ther; ſo it is no wonder that it remains 

| — 0 together, 
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together. One would have thought, that 
Adam ſhould have given ſome other An- 
{wer to God; he that had once ſuch a 


perfect Knowledg of God: But Sin 


blinding the Mind, and hardning the 
Heart, was the Cauſe. of Adam's giving 
ſuch an Anſwer to God. One would 
have thought that Adam ſhould rather 
have ſaid. Lord, I have ſinned, and 
4 my Poſterity; what ſhall I do, O 
e thou Preſerver of Man! May there 
© be any Hope? May there be any 


% Help? May there be any way found 


*. out for my Recovery, and my Poſteri- 
ty? But not a word like this came 


from Adam at that time; but, the Woman 


thou gaveſt me, ſhe gave me, and I. did 
eat. Oh the Freeneſs of rich. and free 


Grace | Grace has been given, and a rich 


Promiſe made, without one Deſire of the 
Creature's, as well as contrary to his De- 


ſert. What a Hell muſt ſuch have that 


ſlight. ſuch Grace, and abuſe ſuch Pa- 


tience? I bleſs God that ever I have 


been made to lee the Riches of free 
Gvace, and to value, and love, and el- 


teem the God of all Grace: which is 


an 


Eo 


the Woman, What is this that thou haſt 
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an Argument to me, that God hath 
loved and does eſteem me as his own. in 


a peculiar manner. Bleſſed be his holy 


Name for ſuch rich Mercys, that I have 


and do enjoy: and I now know, thro 
rich Grace, I ſhall for ever enjoy the 
God of all Mercys; I therefore deſire to 
love him, and live to him whilſt J live, 
ſeeing he has made me to know I ſhall 
live with him to all Eternity, when I 
o hence and ſhall be ſeen no more: 
his is a Mercy that I do and ſhall bleſs 
God for to all Eternity. | 
Verſe 13. And the Lord God ſaid unto 


done ® And the Woman ſaid, The Serpent 
beguiled me, and I did eat. From whence - 
I have conſider'd in my Meditations, 
that the firſt Suggeſtion from that old 
Serpent the Devil, was caſt into the wea- 
ker Veſſel : The Method that that Ser- 
pent took at firſt, he ſtill goes on in; 
his Time is to work upon Souls now, 
when they are moſt weak; when there 
is no Faith, or when there is but a weak 
Faith, is the Devil's time to get an Ad- 
vantage upon Souls. From whence I 

G 2 have 
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have conſidered, of what neceſſity it is, 
that every one ſhould be always earneſt 
with God for the Strength of Faith, as 
well as the Truth of it, that thereby 
we may be enabled to make War with 
Satan. 
Verſe 14. And the Lord God ſaid unto 
the Serpent, Becauſe thou haſt done this, 
thou art curſed above all Cattel, and a- 
bove every Beaſt of the Field: Upon thy 
Belly ſhalt thou go, and Duſt ſhalt thou 
eat all the Days of thy Life. Here God 
pronounced a Curſe upon the Serpent, 
which accordingly is executed: The Pur- 
| poſe and the Decree of God muſt ſtand, 
and he will do all his Pleaſure, which is 
very fit he ſhould. It is Believers Mer- 
cy, that that old Serpent, the Devil, is 
bound up under that Eternal Curſe: It 
is well that he is in Chains, and that his 
Power is limited, ſo that he can't hurt 
God's Inheritance; that tho he is a Diſ- 
rurber, he can't be a Deſtroyer of them 
that love and fear the Lord. 
Verſe 15. And I will put Enmity be- 
tween thee and the Woman, and between 
thy Seed and her Seed © it ſhall bruiſe thy 


Head, 
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Head, and thow ſhalt bruiſe his Heel. 
Here I have obſerved, by the Aſſiſtance 
of Grace, in my Meditations on this Paſ- 
ſage of Scripture, a great and a gracious 
Promiſe is made, that God will put En- 
mity between the Serpent and the Wo- 
man, between her Seed and his Seed; 
the Seed of the Woman ſhould break 
the Serpent's Head, but the Serpent's 
Power can reach no farther than to bruiſe 
the Heel. Oh bleſſed be God for that 
promiſed Seed of the Woman, the Lord 
Jeſus, that came to deltroy all the 
Powers of Hell! He came to conquer 
Satan, and to inable all, rhat truly be- 
lieve in him, to become Conquerors,-and 
more than Conquerors thro his loving of 


us. Bleſſed be his Name for his rich 


Grace to us in Chriſt. 
Verſe 22. And the Lord God ſaid, Be- 


hold the Man is become as one of ws, to 


know Good and Evil: and now leſt he put 


forth his Hand, and take alſo of the Tree 

of Life, and eat and live for ever, &c. 
In my Meditations on this Verſe, The 
Lord God ſaid, Behold the Man s become 
45 one of us, knowing Good and Evil; I 
G 3 have 


= 


( 100 ) 

have conſidered, of what neceſſity it is, 
that every one ſhould be always earneſt 
with God for the Strength of Faith; as 
well as the Truth of it, that thereby 
we may be enabled to make War with 
Satan. | 
. Verſe 14. And the Lord God ſaid unto 
the Serpent, Becauſe thou haſt done this, 
thou art curſed above all Cattel, and a- 
bove every Beaſt of the Field. Upon thy 
Belly ſhalt thou go, and Duſt ſhalt thou 
eat all the Days of thy Life. Here God 
pronounced a Curſe upon the Serpent, 
which accordingly is executed: The Pur- 
poſe and the Decree of God muſt ſtand, 
and hz will do all his Pleaſure, which 1s 
very fit he ſhould. It is Believers Mer- 
cy, that that old Serpent, the Devil, is 
bound up under that Eternal Curſe: It 
is well that he is in Chains, and that his 
Power is limited, ſo that he can't hurt 
God's Inheritance; that tho he is a Diſ- 
turber, he can't be a Deſtroyer of them 

that love and fear the Lord. | 
Verſe 15. And I will put Enmity be- 
tween thee and the Woman, ana between 
ty Seed and her Seed © it ſhall bruiſe thy 
End Head, 
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Head, and thou ſhalt bruiſe hs Heel. 
Here I have obſerved, by the Aſſiſtance 
of Grace, in my Meditations on this Paſ- 
ſage of Scripture, a great and a gracious 
Promiſe is made, that God will put En- 
mity between the Serpent and the Wo- 
man, between her Seed and his Seed; 
the Seed of the Woman ſhould break 
the Serpent's Head, but the Serpent's 
Power can reach no farther than to bruiſe 
the Heel. Oh bleſſed be God for that 
promiſed Seed of the Woman, the Lord 
Jeſus, that came to deſtroy all the 
Powers of Hell! He came to conquer 
Satan, and to inable all, that truly be- 
lieve in him, to become Conquerors, and 
more than Conquerors thro his loving of 


us. Bleſſed be his Name for his rich 


Grace to us in Chriſt. 
Verſe 22. And the Lord God ſaid, Be- 


hold the Man is become as one of us, to 


know Good and Evil and now leſt he put 


forth his Hand, and take alſo of the Tree 

of Life, and eat and live for ever, &c. 
In my Meditations on this Verſe, The 
Lord God ſaid, Behold the Man s become 
45 one of us, knowing Good and Evil; I 
G > have 
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have conſidered, by the Aſſiſtance of 
Grace, that the Man knew Good by his 
Experience of it, the Time he ſtaid in 
it; and he knew Evil by his falling into 
it. So in that ſenſe Adam may be ſaid to 
know Good and Evil ; but at that time 
be did not know Good fo as to chuſe it, 
nor Evil ſo as to refuſe it. And nom, leſt 
he put forth his Hand, and take alſo of © 
the Tree of Life, and eat, and live for e- 
ver. I have thought what Danger was 
there of Adam's putting forth his Hand, 
and taking the Tree of Life, that he 
may live for ever; ſeeing he was at that 
time fallen ſo far from God, by his ſin- 
ning againſt him. I have been made to 
conſider, in my Meditations, that when 
i Adamfell from Gcd, he fell into himſelf; 
ſo that then he had not, nor could have 
any Love to God ; but he had ſo much 
natural Love to himſelf, that he would 
have been willing to have lived a natu- 
ral Life for ever, and that he might ne- 
ver have died a natural Death. So from 
that Principle of Self- Love, he might 
have been willing to have took of the 
Tree of Life, that he might _—_— 
led 
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died a natural Death: But before he wass 
dead ſpiritually, he was dead to all that 
was good, and fo could have no true | 
Deſire at that time after the Tree of 
Life. He was then dead in Sins and Treſ- | 
paſſes, according to the Word of God: 

In the Day that he eat thereof, he ſbould © 
ſurely die. Indeed Sin brought Death | 
Spiritual and Temporal, and it deſerves | 
Eternal Death ; but Grace prevents what | 

„Sin deſerves, and in the ſtead of Eternal _ ! 
Death, brings in Eternal Life to all true | 
Believers, according to that Scripture, | 
Rom. 6. 23. The Wages of Sin is Death, 
but the Gift of God i Eternal Life, thro i 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Blefled be God | 
for ſuch a Gift, and that this Gift is gi- 
ven to me. a nh | 

Verſe 23. Therefore the Lord God ſent 
him forth from the Garden of Eden, to | 
till the Ground from whence he mas taten. 

I have obſerved, in my Meditations, | 
that the Lord God ſent forth the Man: I 

| have confidered, by the Aſſiſtance of | 

Grace, that it was he ſent forth the Man. 
that had Power to do it. I have thought 
from whence Adam was (ent 5 it was out 
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of Paradiſe, it was from a Felicity of In- 
joyment that Adam had once injoy'd. 
I have conſidered whither he was ſent ; 
it is ſaid, to till the Ground from whence 
he was taken. I have conſidered the 
Cauſe why he was ſent forth, and that 
was Sin. Oh what is Sin, and what has 
it done ! It forfeited all Good at once, 
and not only ſo, but procured all Evil. 
What a Change did Sin make at once in 
Adam's State, as well as his Nature! 
He that had had that Felicity of Injoy- 
ment, and Leave and Liberty to take of 
the Fruit of every Tree, except the 
Tree in the midſt of the Garden; this 
he had without Labour or Sorrow, till 
he ſinned away ſuch a Mercy : then he 
was ſent forth to till the Ground, which 
was Labour and Sorrow. I have conſi- 


dered, in my Meditation of this Verſe, 


that Labour and Sorrow is the Fruit of 
Sin; and it ſeems to be a means, that the 
Lord God would make uſe of at firſt, to 
convince of Sin. Adam muſt needs re- 
member, while he was labouring to till 
the Ground, what he had ſinned away. 


And he was ſent to till the Ground from 
5 whence 
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whence he was taken, that he might 
thereby be convinced what he was, and 
always remember from whence he came. 
Indeed an humbling Conſideration, to 
think that we all came from the Duſt! I 
have thought by the way, what a mon- 
ſtrous Sin is Pride, that ſo much of it 
in the beginning 'of our Days ſhould 
wind it ſelf into Duſt. I have thought 
the Sin of Pride and Unbelief, that is in 
our Natures, is like a Cancer in the Bo- 
dy, that ſpreads it ſelf every way to the 
taking away of a natural Life. For if 
the Cancer be not killed by ſome skilful 
Phyſician, and the Wounds cured which 
it has made, the Perſon that has it muſt 
die; ſuch a cancerous Humour Sin is in 
the Soul. . Oh what need has every one 
of an able and skilful Phyſician, ſuch a 


Phyſician that is able to kill Sin, and to 


cure the Wounds that Sin has made in the 


Soul! This Conſideration muſt needs 


bring me to value and prize Chriſt more 
than ever, that able and skilful Phyſician ; 
and I have experienced him, thro Grace, 
as willing as he is able, to be my Phy ſi- 


cian, or elſe I muſt have periſhed for 
ever, 
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ever, and ſo muſt all that have not this 
Phyſician : for none but he can cure the 
cancerous Humour of Sin; and he can 
and does do it for all that come rightly 
to him. T have thought, if every Perſon 
in the World had a Cancer in their Body, 
that muſt end in Death if it could not be 
cured, what a Lamentation every where 
would be took up for fear of Death: 
But Oh what Danger is the Soul in! 
How little is that conſidered ? What. 
Pains would Perſons take, what Charge 
would they be at, what Pain would they 
be willing to bear, to have a Cancer cured 
inthe Body? what Value would they 
have for a Phyſician, if there might be 
any that had Skill to do it? I have ex» 
perienced it is a good way to come to 
ſpiritual Things, by Naturals, in my 
Meditations. We can't think to be cured 
of the cancerous Humour of Sin, with- 
out taking ſome Pains, and expecting 

ſome Pain: therefore it is compared to 
the cutting off a right Hand, or the 
plucking out of a right Eye, in a natural 
Senſe. As we would rather chuſe that 


one Member ſhould periſh than the-whole 
Body ; 
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Body; ſo it is more reaſonable that we 
ſhould chuſe that the Members of Sin 
ſhould periſh, rather than our immortal 
Souls. Therefore it is ſaid, Mortify your 
Members that are upon the Earth : the 


Conſideration of this has brought a Paſ- 


ſage to my Mind, or at leaſt I may fay 
God brought it to my Mind, whilſt I 


was conſidering of it; *cis a Paſlage I 


heard ſome years ago from a good Mini- 
ſter, who obſerved from that Scripture, 
| Mortify your Members that are upon the 
Earth, what theſe Members were ; he 
ſaid they were Sin, ſuch Members that 
made Perſons to be monſtrous Creatures, 
having more Members than God created. 
He obſerved, that *twas Members of the 
Devils forming, but never of God's cre- 
ating, and therefore muſt be mortified. 
He obſerved, that the ſtrait Gate is fa 
ſtrait, that no Monſter can enter there ; 
ſo he ſhow'd the neceſſity of the Mortifi- 
cation of Sin in order to enter 1n at the 
ſtrait Gate. This has been, thro Grace, 
of ule to me, and I deſire it may to all 


that read it. 
Verſe 
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Verſe 24. So he drove out the Man; and 
he placed at the Eaſt of the Garden of Eden, 
Cherubims and a flaming Sword, which tur- 
ned every way, to keep the way of the Tree 
of Life. | N 
I have obſerved, that it's ſaid, he drove 
out the Man: Adam was not only ſent 


forth, but he was drove out of Paradiſe; 


it ſeems to imply that Adam was very 
loth and backward to go out. Twould 
have been well if he had been ſo unwil- 
ling to have complied with the Tempta- 
tion, as he was afterwards to go out of 
Paradiſe; but he that would not obey 
God's Command at firſt, muſt now ſub- 
mit to his Juſtice : So he drove forth the 
Man. 5 IEP 
I obſerved, that it's ſaid, he placed at 
the Eaſt of the Garden Cherubims and a 
flaming Sword, which turned every way, 
to keep the way of the Tree of Life. I 
have obſerved, in my Meditations on this 
Verſe, the flaming Sword turned every 
way, to keep the way of the Tree of Life; 
but it is not ſaid to keep from the Tree of 
Life. I have thought what the Cheru · 
bims and the flaming Sword might oy, 
that 


1 SE 
that is ſet to keep the way of the Tree of 
Life, aud why the way of the Tree of 


Life muſt be kept, and for whom. The 


Cherubims I underſtand to be the Angels 
of God, that were ſet to keep the way 
of the Tree of Life. Whilſt I was ſo 
thinking, that Scripture came to my 
Mind, in John 20. 12. where it is ſaid, 
When Mary went to the Sepulcher, ſhe ſaw 


two Angels in white, ſitting, the one at © 


the Head, and the other at the Feet, where 
the Body of Jeſus had lain. 

By theſe Scriptures I have been made 
to ſee, that the Angels of God keep the 
way of the Tree of Life. Chriſt being 
the Way, the Truth and the Life ; this 
Way is kept for Believers, ſo kept that 
none can hurt nor deſtroy ſuch that are 
in the way. A weak Believer is as ſafe 
1n this way as the ſtrong; a Lion can'c 
have Power to hurt the Lamb that is in 
this way. Bleſſed be God for ſuch a way 
of Safety and Security, that all that are 
Saints indeed may or ſhall be found 1n. 

As to the flaming Sword, I believe it 
to be the Juſtice of God that turns eve- 

ry way to keep the way of the Tree of 
Life, 


* 
8 
We | 
1 
1 
10 | 

1 

— 


— — 


—— 


5 (110) . 
Life, according to that Scripture, Tech. 
13. 7. Where it is ſaid, Awake, O Sword, 
againſt my Shepherd, and againſt the Man 
that is my Fellow, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts : 
ſmite the Shepherd, and the Sheep ſhall be 
ſcattered. 1 have been made to ſee, in 
. my Meditations of it, that the Sword of 
God's Juſtice turns every way, to keep 
the way of the Tree of Life, that none 
may come to it, but in God's own way, 
which is a juſt and righteous way; and 
1s not only kept for Believers, but to 
keep off Intruders: therefore the Che- 
rubims and the flaming Sword are ſet, 
to keep the way of the Tree of Life. $1.7 
have thought, when might Souls be ſaid 
to be Intruders ? It is when they vainly 
hope for the Mercys of God, without 
having any regard to Chriſt, as anſwer- 
ing the full Demands of Juſtice : Such 
uls can never rightly prize Chriſt, 
that don't eye himas anſwering the full 
Demands of Juſtice, as well as ſee him 
purchaſing of Mercy. The way to have 
a whole Chriſt, muſt be to have an Eye 
to him, as anſwering all that we had 
contracted, and ſatisfy ing our . 
3 e 
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He ſtood in our room, and died in our 
| ſtead, or elſe we could never have had 
Eternal Life, Chriſt fatisfy'd for Sin, 
and redeemed us from Wrath, and pro- 
| cured by his Purchaſe Love and Mercy: 

not that he needed to die, to purchaſe his 
_ own Love to us; for he loved us firſt, or 
elſe he could never have died for us: but 

he died that he might thereby purchaſe 
our Love to himſelf; and therefore it is 
moſt reaſonable that we ſhould love him. 

Such that eye Chriſt aright, will find 

him precious; but ſuch that do not, may Y 
be ſaid to be Intruders. There are ſome 
that are apt to have an Eye only to Juſ- 
tice, but none to Mercy; and there the 
Devil gets yo Advantage. Such Souls 
never mind what a Mercy of Mercy it 
is, that Chriſt has anſwered the full De- 
mands of Juſtice for the worft of Sin- 
ners that come to him, and lay hold up- 
on him for Life and Salvation. O what 
need has every Soul to plead with God 
for an enlightened Mind, that theſe great 
Myſterys may be better diſcerned! The 
Lord grant that that time TI have to live, 
I may increaſe in Knowledg, in — 
an 
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and in Humility. I bleſs God for what 
of his Teachings I have had, and do thro 
Grace ſtill experience; but I ſtill am ſen- 
ſible of my ſhort Comings in my Love, 
and Obedience to God, to what I opghr 
to be: it is well that after this Life there 
ſhall be a State of Perfection, where my 
Love and Obedience ſhall be perfect. I 
wait and long for that Time, that I may 
fin no more. The Meditations I have/ 
here left in writing, have been the Me- 
ditations of three Years at particular 
times. I have found it a Benefit to me, 
by the Aſſiſtance of Grace, to meditate 
often upon one thing, while it is of one 
thing needful to be knowu. The think- 
ing much upon the Word of God, is the 
way to get Knowledg in it. I deſire 
that ſuch as read this, may be incouraged 
to exerciſe their Thoughts in the Medi- 
tations of God's Word, looking to God 
for Aſſiſtance, that ſo they may enjoy his 
Preſence, and his Spirit, and his Bleſſing, 
while they are found in his way. 


I have likewiſe had ſome Meditations 


on that Scripture, Jer. 31. 3. latter 3 
0 


of the Verle, Tea I have loved thee with 


Kindneſs have I drawn thee. Firſt I 
have conſidered, who he is that loves; 


then who it is that is loved; and what is 


in this Love. 
It may be conſidered, that he Who 
loves is he that had no beginning, nor 


will have no end; the Being of all Be- 


ings, the Creator and Upholder of all 
Things. It is he that condeſcends thus 
to ſpeak, I have loved thee with an ever- 
laſting Love. O wonderful Condeſcen- 
ſion, that God ſhould ſet his Love upon 


loſt and undone Sinners, which we are 


all by Nature, till God's Love makes 
a Change! O what Language is there 
in this Love, I have loved thee; thee 
that mighteſt have been loathed inſtead 
of loved. I have loved thee, that was 
dead in Sins and Treſpaſſes, ro quicken 
thee. TI have loved thee, that waſt afar 


off, to make thee near; thee that waſt 


in a State of Alienation, thee that hadſt 
Enmity in thy Heart againſt me. I 
have loved thee, to pardon thy Sins, to 


do away thy Enmity, and to take thee 
H | iato 
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and in Humility. I bleſs God for what 
f his Teachings I have had, and do thro 
Grace ſtill experience; but I ſtill am ſen- 
ſible of my ſnort Comings in my Love, 
and Obedience to God, to what I oughr 
to be: it 1s well that after this Life there 
ſhall be a State of Perfection, where my 
Love and Obedience ſhall be perfect. I 
wait and long for that Time, that I may 
fin no more. The Meditations I have 
here leftin writing, have been the Me- 
ditations of three Years at particular 
times. I have found it a Benefit to me, 
by the Aſſiſtance of Grace, to meditate 
often upon one thing, while it 1s of one 
thing needful to be known. The think- 
ing much upon the Word of God, is the 
way to get Knowledg in it. I deſire 
that ſuch as read this, may be incouraged 
to exerciſe their Thoughts in the Medi- 


| | - tations of God's Word, looking to God 


for Aſſiſtance, that ſo they may enjoy his 
Preſence, and his Spirit, and his Bleſſing, 
while they are found in his way. 


T have likewiſe had ſome Meditations 


I on that Scripture, Jer. 31. 3. latter ge” 
0 
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of the Verſe, Tea I have loved thee with 
an everlaſting Love; therefore with loving 
Kindneſs have I drawn thee. Firſt I 
have conſidered, who he is that loves ; 
then who it is that is loved; and what is 
in this Love. 

It may be conſidered, that he wh» 
loves is he that had no beginning, nor 
will have no end; the Being of all Be- 
ings, the Creator and Upholder of all 
Things. It is he that condeſcends thus 

to ſpeak, I have loved thee with an ever- 
laſting Love. O wonderful Condeſcen- 
ſion, that God ſhould ſet his Love upon 
loſt and undone Sinners, which we are 
all by Nature, till God's Love makes 
a Change! O what Language is there 
in this Love, I have loved thee; thee 
that mighteſt have been loathed inſtead 
of loved. I have loved thee, that was 
dead in Sins and Treſpaſſes, to quicken 
thee. TI have loved thee, that waſt afar 
off, to make thee near; thee that waſt 
in a State of Alienation, thee that hadſt 
Enmity in thy Heart againſt me. I 
have loved thee, to pardon thy Sins, to 


do away thy Enmity, and to take thee 
H iato 
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into a State- of Reconciliation with my 
ſelf, wherein thou ſhalt abide for ever. 
O how much may be conſidered in the 
Love of God! Indeed his Love is like 
to himſelf, and that is everlaſting. I 


have alſo obſerved, that he draws the 


Arguments of his Love, from his own 
Bowels of Love : becauſe he has loved, 


he does love, and therefore he will love. 


I have loved thee with an everlaſting 


Love, therefore with loving Kindneſs have 


TI drawn thee. From whence I have ob- 
ſerved, that all God's Kindneſs to his 
Children flows from Love. The Uſe 
that I have obſerved ſhould be made of 
it, is, That ſeeing God's Kindneſs flows 
from Love, it is highly reaſonable that 
all our Duties and Obedience to him 
ſhould flow from Love too. 


I have alſo had my Thoughts exer- 
ciſed upon that Scripture in I/. 66. 2. 


the latter part, But to this May will ] look, 


even to him that is poor and of a contrite 
Spirit, and trembleth at my Words. In- 
deed as I go on, I may well ſtand ama- 
zed at the Condeſcenſion of God. Firſt 
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J have conſidered, who he is that looks, 
whom he looks to, and what is contain'd 
in this Look. 

Who is he that looks? Our great Crea- 
tor, he that inhabits Eternity, the Be- 
ing of all Beings, the Preſerver and Up- 
holder of all Things: It is he that is 
our Benefactor, he that gives us our Be. 
ing; it is he that continues all good to 
us that we are made Partakers of; it is 
he that condeſcends to look ſo low as 
the poor and contrite one. I have con- 
ſidered in my Thoughts what is con- 
tained 1n this Look of God upon the 
Soul: Ficft, I have minded, it is a Look 

of Love, ic is a Look of Power, it is a 
Look. of Delight, it is a Look of Com- 
placency. 

1. Iris a Look of Love, for Love lays 
the Foundation of our Salvation. Ir is 
evident from that Scripture in Exzek. 16. 
8. Now when I paſſed by thee, and looked 
upon thee, behold thy Time was a Time of 
Love, and 1 2 my Skirt over thee, 
and covere Nakedne(s ; yea 1 ſware 
anto thee, 4 entered into 8 Covenant 


with thee, ſaith the Lord God; and thou 
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becameſt mine. Indeed a full Scripture, 
to prove that God's Look is a Look of 
Love. Ta 
2. I have conſidered, it is a Look of 
Power, ſuch a Look that powerfully 
perſuades the Soul to be willing to leave 
Sin, and to imbrace a Saviour; according 
to that Scripturein Pſal. 110. 3. Thy Peo- 
ple ſhall be willing in the Day of thy 
Power : So that it is a Day of God's 
Power that makes the unwilling to be- 
come willing. By this I have ſeen that 
God's Look is a Look of Power, ſuch a 
Look that Chriſt looked upon Peter 
wich, when he looked him into Repen- 
tance : ſo a gracious Look of God looks 
the Soul into Chriſt, and inables the Soul 
to look to Chriſt by Faith. | 
3. I have conſidered, that this gra- 

cious Look of God upon the Soul is alſo 
a Look of Delight; according to that 
Scripture, The Prayers of the Upright are 
hs Delight. . 

4. This gracious Look of God upon 
the Soul that fears him, is alſo a Look 
of Complacency. God is ſaid to rake 
Pleaſure in them that fear him, w in 
them 
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them that hope in his Mercy. By this I 
have ſeen, that God's Look upon the 
| Soul is a Look of Love, a Look of 
| Power, a Look of Delight, and a Look 
of Complacency ; which is all to be pro- 
ved by Scripture. 

Next I have conſidered who it is that 
God looks to, even to that Man that 
poor, and of 4 contrite Spirit, and that 
trembleth at his Word. A contrite Spirit 
and the broken Heart, I apprehend to 
have one meaning ; according to that 
Scripture, Pſal. 51. 17. The Sacrifices of 
God are a broken Spirit : a broken and a 
contrite Heart, O God, thou wilt not de- 
ſpiſe. J have conſidered, when may a 
Soul be ſaid to have this broken Heart 
and Contrition of Spirit? That Soul 
may be truly ſaid to have a broken Heart 
for Sin and Contrition of Spirir, that is 
broken off from Sin, I mean from the 
loving or the allowing of it, I don't 
mean from the Being : for I am ſenſible 
Sin will be in us while we are in the 
Body ; but it is well where it is not al- 
lowed. In that it is ſaid, God looks to 


him that is poor, I underſtand it to be 
H 3 the 
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the Soul that is ſenſible of his ſpiritual 
Poverty, ſenſible that he is nothing nor 
can do nothing ; the Soul that is ſenſible 
that he has no Power of his own to do 
what is Good, or to reſiſt an Evil; that 
is, not from a right Principle. He can't 
do Good, nor reſiſt Evil naturally, till 
God works Grace in the Soul. This is 
Poverty indeed, to be ſtript of all Good, 
and to be filled with all Evil, which e- 
very one is by Nature: therefore it is 
wonderful Love of God, to find out a 
way for the incriching of ſuch poor Souls 
as we are by Nature. It is ſaid, He that 
was rich, for our ſakes became poor, that 
ſo he may make many rich. Indeed it is 
this gracious Look of God: upon the 
Soul, that enables it to look into it ſelf, 
and ſo to ſee and be ſenſible of its own 
Poverty. Now what can a Soul have 
to boaſt of or glory in but God? I 
always ſee Reaſon to admire free Grace 
in diſtinguiſhing Love to my Soul in 
Chriſt, that ever I ſhould experience 
this gracious and powerful Look of God 
upon me, that thereby I am enabled to 
look to him by Faith, and to reſt wholly 
upon 
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upon him at all times for Grace ang 
Glory. | 


I have alſo had my Thoughts exerci- 
ſed on that Scripture in Late 10. 20. 
where it is ſaid, Notwithſtanding in this 
rejoice not, that the Spirits are ſabject un- 
to you; but rather rejoice, becauſe your 
Names are written in Heaven. So that 
I wa peta by the Aſſiſtance; af 
God's Grace, when one may be ſaid to 
have his Name written in Heaven; and 
I have conſidered it this way, viz. when 
God writes his Law in the Heart, that 
Soul may know thereby that his Name 
is written in Heaven. But I made a 
farther Inquiry in this Meditation, when 
one may be ſaid to have the Law of God 
written in his Heart ; then that Scrip- 
ture was given into my Mind, David's 
Experience, Pſal. 119. 97. O how I love 
thy Law! It is my Meditation all the Day. 
So by that I was made to know, thar 
where God writes his Law in the Heart, 
that Soul makes it the matter of his 
Meditation. Thus I was made to ſee 
when a Soul may be ſaid to have his 


H 4 Name 


| ( 120 ) 
Name written in Heaven, which is ac- 
cording to Scripture and Experience. 
| Blefled be God for what Experience and 
Knowledg he has given to me in thoſe 
things. Indeed I know it's my Duty to 
ſtudy how to live to, and to love this 
God of Love: The Lord inable me al- 
ways ſo to do; my Defire is that God 
would keep me cloſe to himſelf, which 
I. believe he will. | 
I Thavehere recorded, by the Aſſiſtance 
of Grace, what Meditations I have had 


of the Love of God in Chriſt to me; 


and this Love is not to me only, but to 
all them that believe. From whence L 
would adviſe all ſuch as deſire to live 
with God for ever, to ſtudy how they 
may live to him now: Such as would 
live happy for ever, muſt endeavour to 
live holily now; for Holineſs is the way 
to Happineſs. 

I defire the Reader of theſe Lines 
might be found much in the Duty of 
Meditation. Indeed I muſt own it is a 
hard and difficult Duty to be found a- 

right in; but I muſt alſo acknowledg, 


that it is a very profitable Duty to the 
| = Soul 
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Soul that is ſincerely found in it: in this 
I muſt ſay, thro rich Grace, I have 
found God manifeſting his Love to me. 
Dutys are not to be let alone becauſe 
they are hard and difficult. I would 
adviſe Souls to ſeek to God for his 
Grace to help in this and all other Reli- 


gious Dutys. 


I have had my Thoughts exercis'd in 
Meditation upon that Paſſage of Scrip- 
ture in John 6. 54. Whoſo eateth my Fleſh, 
and drinketh my Blood, hath eternal Life; 
and I will raiſe him up at the laſt Day. 
Theſe are Chriſt's own Words: I have 
chought in my Meditations, When may 
a Soul be ſaid to eat of his Fleſh and 
drink of his Blood? I have been ena- 
| bled to conſider, by the Aſſiſtance of 
Grace, that it is to eye Chriſt by Faith, 
ſuffering in his human Nature, and to 
ſee the Worth, the Value, the Dignity 
that was put upon thoſe his Sufferings 
by his Divine Nature ; and to ſee the 
Sufferings of Chriſt to be perfect Suf- 
ferings, ſatisfaftory and meritorious. 


The Sufferings of Chriſt were prey 
they 
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they were ſuch that had no mixture of 
Sin in them; they were ſatisfactory; 
they diſcharg'd that Debt that I and all 
other Believers had contracted: he paid 
the full Price of our Redemption, and 
not only ſo, but brought in eternal Life 
for all them that do or ſhall believe in 
him. I believe that the Sufferings of 
Chriſt were in my Nature; not in my 
ſinful, but in my human Nature; in 
that Nature that Adam and his Poſterity 
had before the Fall. I believe the Sut- 
ferings of Chriſt to be perfect, that they 
may anſwer for all our ImperfeCtions : 
they were ſuch as were without Sin, that 
ſo Chriſt may ſatisfy for Sin. Indeed it 
may be ſaid, that God ſatisfy'd himſelf, 
and appeas'd his own Wrath ; he pre- 
par'd a Body to ſuffer in our room, to ſa- 
tisfy in our ſtead, and thereby to bring in 
eternal Life to us, that deſerv'd eternal 
Death. The Wages of Sin is Death, but 
the Gift of God eternal Life, thro our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. Chriſt is the Gift of God: 
for it is ſaid, That God ſo loved the World, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whoſoever believeth in him, ſhould not pe- 


riſh, 


Earth to Heaven (for.the Body is _ 
of 
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riſb, but have everlaſting Life. Now they 


that can eye Chriſt in his Sufferings, 
and make application of them by Faith, 


and believe they were for them, ſuch 


Perſons may be ſaid to eat of his Fleſh 


, and drink of his Blood; and ſo they 


have eternal Life, being in him by Faith, 
that is eternal Life: and ſuch Souls have 
him, that gives eternal Life, according 
to that Scripture, 2 Cor. 5+ 17. If any 
Man be in Chriſt, he a new Creatare ; old 


things are pdſe'd aamy, and behold all things 


are become new: And that other Scrip- 


ture, Col. 1. 27. latter part, Chriſt in you 


the Hope of Glory. We find by Scripture 
and Experience, that a Believer is in 


Chriſt, and Chriſt is in the Believer : ſo 


that that Soul muſt needs have eternal 
Life that has Chriſt, and ſo comes un- 
der that gracious Promiſe, of being rais'd 
up at the laſt Day. 

I have thought, what the Reſurrection 
will be to the Believer at the laſt Day, 
at the Day and Hour of Death, as well 
as the Day of Judgment. At the Day of 
Death, how ſhall the Soul be rais'd from 
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of Earth) from a Priſon to a Palace? O 
how is the Soul impriſoned, whilſt here, 
in a Body of Sin, and weigh'd down 
with a Lump of Clay ? But at death 
it ſhall be rais'd from Bondage to Liber- 
ty: for ſome are all their life-time ſub- 
ject to Bondage, thro the Fears of Death; 
but at death all ſuch Fears will be done 
away from the Believer. At death I 
ſhall be rais'd from Communion with 
Saints below, to Communion with God 
and Chrift, Saints and Angels above: 
and this will not be my Privilege only, 
but the Privilege of all Believers. In- 
deed how muſt the Thoughts of this 
make me to long and to wait for that 
Day? But J long and wait, with ſub- 
miſſion to the Will of God, for that Day, 
when I ſhall experience ſo glorious a 
Change, thro Grace, as to be rais'd 
from Earth to Heaven, from a Priſon to 
a Palace, from Communion with Saints 
below, to Communion with God and 
Chriſt, Saints and Angels above; where 
I ſhall ſurely be, and there abide for ever. 


Bleſſed be God for Chriſt, and the Aſſu- 
| *—_ 
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rance he hath given to me of his Love |! 
in him. Ws | 

I do alſo believe the Reſurrection of | 
the Body at the Day of Judgment. 
what a Mercy of Mercies is it, that theſe 
vile Bodys ſhall be chang'd, and made | 
like to his glorious Body, and ſo be made 
fit to enjoy a Holy and Glorious God for | 
ever? I do believe, that with theſe 
Eyes I ſhall ſee God, and behold him for | 
my ſelf, and not another, according to 
that in Job 19. 27. Whom I ſhall ſee for | 
my ſelf, and mine Eyes ſhall behold, and | 
not another, tho my Reins be conſumed 
within me. It is a rich Mercy to Belie- 
vers, that they may behold God for them 
ſelves, that is to behold him indeed, to 
behold him as their God. I do believe I |; 

| ſhall then behold God as mine; and that 
is the Privilege of a Soul's beholding of | 
God for himſelf. The Wicked and the 
Uabelievers will behold God in the Day | 
of Judgment, but not for themſelves; | 
not as their God and Father in Chriſt 
they can't behold him, but as a terrible 
Judg and a conſuming Fire they muſt | 
behold him. They may behold him as | 

a 
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a reconciPd God to others, as an Aggra- 
vation to their own Condemnation ; bur 
they can't behold him for themſelves. 
O what a rich Mercy 1s it, that I and all 
ſuch as truly believe, ſhall behold God 
for our ſelves, and not for others, at the 


. laſt Day. | 


From the Conſideration of theſe 
things, I would adviſe all that read theſe 
Lines, to ſtudy and endeavor to behold 
Chriſt for themſelves, to make Self-Ap- 
plication now of Chriſt, and what he 
has done for Sinners: to believe that he 
has purchasꝰd Pardon for them, and made 
Reconciliation for them, and brought 
in eternal Life for them ; that he is now 
pleading their Cauſe at the Right Hand 
of the Father ; and that he ever lives to 
make Interceſſion for them. The Soul 
that thus eyes Chriſt for himſelf, and not 
for others only, may be ſure at the laſt 
Day to behold God for himſelf and not a- 
nother. O that every Soul that reads this, 
may have a lively Faith in Chriſt ! Such 
2 Faith that may be evidenc'd by Love, 
ſuch a Faith that yields Obedience, fuck 


a Faith that may make Chriſt precious. 
Theſe 
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Theſe Meditations I have experienced 
very uſeful to me, thro Grace, to think 
over againſt the time of the Sacrament, 
in order that I may know how to a& 
Faith aright, that ſo I may be the better 
able to go from the Signs to Him ſignify'd 
thereby. I bleſs God for what Aſſiſtance 
I have had of his Grace, and what Ex- 
perience I have had of his ſpecial Pre- 
{ence in this and all other of my Medi- 
tations: My end in writing of them is 


God's Glory, and the Incouragement of 


ſuch as read it to be found in God's way; 
and then they may ſurely expect God's 
meeting and bleſſing of them: for he 
meets all ſuch that rejoice and work Righ- 
teouſneſs, and remember him in his way. 
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MEDITATIONS 5 on 


the Lory' s PraYER. 


write what Meditations I have had about 
the meaning of that_Prayer. 


Firſt, It is a great Thing that ſuch 
poor Worms as we are, may call God, 


May zoth, 1710. 


EING deſfird to give ſome ac- 
count. of my Thoughts concern» 
ing the Lord's Prayer; I am 


Father; but it is a much greater Mercy, | 


to ſee him as a Father and Friend in 
- Chriſt. In that Expreſſion wherein we 


are taught to call God our Father, we 


ſhould have an Eye to him as he is in 


Chriſt ; for it is in Chriſt only that he 


comes to be a God and Father to us. In- 
decd he is the Father of all living by Crea- 
tion and Preſervation, but in a peculiar 
manner he is a Father to all ſuch as believe 
in his Name ; not a Father by Creation 


or Preſervation only, but a Father by 
| I. * . Regenes 


now willing as God Mall aſſiſt to 
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the Loro's PravYER. 
k May zoth, 1710. 


EING deſir'd to give ſome ac- 
count of my Thoughts concern- 
ing the Lord's Prayer; I am 


write what Meditations I have had about 

the meaning of that_Prayer. | 
Firſt, It is a great Thing that ſuch 

poor Worms as we are, may call God, 


Father; but it is a much greater Mercy, 


to ſee him as a Father and Friend in 
Chriſt, In that Expreſſion wherein we 


are taught to call God our Father, we - 


ſhould have an Eye to him as he is in 


Chriſt ; for it is in Chriſt only that he 


comes to be a God and Father to us. In- 
deed be is the Father of all living by Crea- 
tion and Preſervation, but in a peculiar 
manner he is a Father to all ſuch as believe 
in his Name; not a Father by Creation 


or Preſervation only, but a Father by 
Kegene⸗ 


- 


now willing as God {hall aſſiſt to >. 


| 
| 
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Regeneration and Adoption, to all ſuch 
that truly believe ĩa the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
for Life and Salvation by him only; fo 
that we are to have an Bye to Chriſt. 
Whenever we fpeak to God as our Fa- 
ther,-we are to ſee Chriſt as an Elder 
-Brother, and as a Friend with the Father 
for us; for it is by him only that we that 
were Enemies, may become the Friends 
of God. Chriſt's own words in John 20. 
17. are, I aſcend unto my Father and your 
Father, and to my God and your God. 
So that we may obſerve by the way, how 
, near we may come to God in Chrilt ; he 
is our Friend, our Surety, and our Ad- 
vocate with the Father; ſo that tis in 
him, and him only that we might have 
boldneſs to call God our Father. The Un- 
believers may call God Father, as he is 
their Father by Creation and Preſerva- 
tion; but it is the Believer only that can 
fav to God, our Father ; as he is ours in 
Chriſt only. So by theſe Thoughts I 
tave had upon it, that when I make 
mention of God, as our Father, I muſt 
have an Eye to Chriſt in it. Some may 

be ready to think, when they pray this 
Prayer, and many others may be pre- 
ſent with them ; that the word Ours, that 
f 1 
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it only hath reſpect to thoſe ſeveral Chri- © | 


ſtians that may be then with them in the 
time of Prayer; and ſo Chriſt is forgot 


in the matter, who is always preſent with ©. 


the Father for us, or elſe we could never 
come into his gracious Preſence with any 
Approbation. And theſe have been the 
Thoughts that I have had through the 
Aſſiſtance of Grace from that word, 
{peaking to God as our Father, _ 
The next 1s, Our Father which art in 
Heaven; from whence I have conſider'd 
by the aſſiſtance of Grace, what Hea- 
ven is: I may ſay through Grace that I 
now know a little part of it experimen- 
tally ; but it is but little to what I ſhall 
know, when I ſhall be made more fit for 
ie. God is ſaid to dwell in the high and holy 
Place, Iſa. 57. 15. with him alfo that is 
of a contrite and humble Spirit, to re- 
vive the Spirit of the Humblg, and to re- 
vive the Heart of the Contrile ones. Tis 
ſaid alſo in Iſa» 66, 1, Thus ſaith the 
Lord, the Heaven is my Throne, and the 
Earth is my Footſtool. So that we may 

ſee that God that dwells in the higheſt 
Heavens, does alſo dwell in the loweſt 
Heart. It is alſoſaid, 1 Kings 8. 27. Bat 
will God indeed dwell on the Earth? Be- 
1 2 ' hold; 
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hold; the Heaven, and the Heaven of Hea- 
Vers cannot contain thee, how much leſs 
this Houſe that J have built? O! how 
may, we ſtand amazd when we think 
what Heaven is where God is; it 15 good 
that we ſhould have ſome Knowledg of 
it; or elſe how ſhall we do to know when 
our Converſation is there? How can 
we know what it is to lay up Treaſures 
in Heaven, if we know not what Hea- 
ven is? Indeed it may be very well con- 
ſider'd, that Heaven is no leſs, nor no 
other but God himſelf ; He that inhabits 
Eternity, he inhabits Himſelf, for he is 
Eternal: And in that it's faid that 
the Heaven of Heavens cannot contain 
him, God himfelt is the Heaven of Hea- 
vens, he is God of all Gods, the Lord 

of Lords, the Creator and Preſerver of 
all Things. He that gave a being to all 
that is created, muſt needs be greater 
than all created Beings; ſo muſt needs 
be the Heaven of Heavens. And in that 
it is faid, the Heaven of Heavens can- 
not contain him; from theùce ] have con- 
ſiqet'd the greatneſs of his Love to his 
Children, xhat he don't contain himſelf 
only within himſelf, without letting him- 
elf out in the way of Grace and Mercy 
N to 
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to his People. So fg Heaven of Hea- 


vens does not contain him; for if God did 
not give out his Love, and his Grace firſt 
to us, we could never love him. 80 
much as we may have of God's gracious 
Preſence, and holy Spirit in our Souls, 
whilſt we are here in the Body, ſo much 
we may be ſaid to injoy of Heaven while 
here upon the Earth. Then to have 
Converſation in Heaven, muſt be no o- 
ther, but to have Converſation with God, 
by his Word and Spirit; as we may have 
Converſation with each other, when at 
ſome diſtance, by way of Writing; and 
that is a means to excite and draw forth 
our Love and Affections to each other, 
as Chriſtians. So indeed when we con- 


verſe much with God by his holy Word, 


and Spirit; that is the way to excite our 
Loveto him, and to endear him to us, and 
us to himſelf. I have alſo had ſome 
Thoughts when a Soul may be ſaid, To 
lay up Treaſures in Heaven, where Moth 
nor Ruſt can't corrupt, nor Thieves break 
through and ſteal, Mat. 6. 20. We ſhould 
be often ſending of our Thoughts and 
Deſires in the way of Ejaculation to 
Heaven; we ſhould be often taking 

a view by Faith of that good Land we 
I 3 are 
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are travelling towards; *rwould be good 
to ſend Spies before we can get thither 
our ſelves ; our Thoughts and Deſires 

that are ſpiritual may be ſaid to be the 
Spies that go to take a view of this good 
Land, where we expect to take up for 
our Home, to all Eternity, We ſhould 
de lay ing up of our whole Truſt and De- 
pendance in God, with a holy Confidence 
that he will take care of us, to give us 
Grace while we are here, and to bring us 
to himſelf in Glory at laſt in his own 
way, and time : and this it is to lay up 
Treaſure in Heaven; and the Soul that 
can ſo depend upon God only, with a full 
Confidence of his Love and Care, may 
be ſaid to lay up Treaſures in Heaven, 
| becauſe that Truſt and Confidence 1s 
| laid up in God. Some weak Chriſtians 
| may object, and ſay; they fear whether 
ever yet ihey have laid Treaſure in Hea- 
| ven, becauſe they find it ſo hard to have 
a full Truſt and Confidence in God. Such 
ſhould endeavour to think over their 
Thoughts again, and to conſider with 
themſelves that it is that God that gave 
us all our Being, and does continue us in 
it; it is in him only we live, move, and 
hive our Being: we don't nor can't live 
* 


1 
a Moment, but while we are ſupply'd 
by him, that at firſt gave us Life and 
Being. And this ſhould excite every one 
to truſt in that God, that is always 
ready to ſupply our Wants; never none 
truſted in God that was confounded: and 
tho your Truſt might not be to that degree 
of aſſurance, yet let your Truſt be ſuch 
to depend upon God for ſupplys above 

all Creatures, knowing that all the Crea- 
tures in the whole Creation can't ſupply 
the leaſt want without God. But I mult 
gono further here, but next conſider more 
particularly, what we are to underſtand 
of Heaven; it is ſaid, his Favour is better 
than Life, but his Frowns are worſe than 
Death; fo that his loving Kindnels is the 
Life and Happineſs of Believers, I mean 
the Heaven of Happineſs; but his Frowns 
and his Wrath may be ſaid to be a 
Hell to the Uabeliever and the Impeni- 
tent. The Sinners in Zion are afraid, 
fearfulneſs hath ſurpriſed the Hypocrites : 
Who among us ſhall dwell with the de- 
wvouring Tire? Who among us can awell 
with everlaſting Burning? Ia. 33. 14. So 
that the Wrath of the Lord 11ihele ever- 
laſting Burnings. How {hould theſe 
Conſiderations by the way lead us to prize 
| I 4 Chriſt, 
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are travelling towards; *twould be good 
to ſend Spies before we can get thither 
our ſelves; our Thoughts and Deſires 
that are ſpiritual may be ſaid to be the 
Spies that go to take a view of this good 
Land, where we expect to take up for 
our Home, to all Eternity. We ſhould 
be laying up of our whole Truſt and De- 
pendance in God, with a holy Confidence 
that he will take care of us, to give us 
Grace while we are here, and to bring us 
to himſelf in Glory at laſt in his own 
way, and time : and this it is to lay up 
Treaſure in Heaven; and the Soul that 
can ſo depend upon God only, with a full 
Confidence of his Love and Care, may 
be faid to lay up Treaſures in Heaven, 
becauſe that Truſt and Confidence 1s 
laid up in God. Some weak Chriſtians 
may object, and ſay; they fear whether 
ever yet ihey have laid Treaſure in Hea- 
ven, becauſe they find it ſo hard to have 
2 full Truſt and Confidence in God. Such 
ſhould» endeavour to thiak over their 
Thoughts again, and to conſider with 
thenmelves that it is that God that gave 
us all our Being, and does continue us in 
it; it is in him only we live, move, and 
have our Being: we don't nor can't livre 
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- Moment, but while we are ſupply'd 
by him, that at firſt gave us Life and 
Being. And this ſhould excite every one 
to truſt in that God, that is always 
ready to ſupply our Wants ; never none 
truſted in God that was confounded : and 
tho your Truſt might not be to that degree 
of aſſurance, yet let your Truſt be ſuch 
to depend upon God for ſupplys above 
all Creatures, knowing that all the Crea- 
tures in the whole Creation can't ſupply 
the leaſt want without God. Bur I mult 
gono further here, but next conſider more 
particularly, what we are to underſtand 
of Heaven; it is ſaid, his Favour is better 
than Life, but his Frowns are worſe than 
Death; ſo that his loving Kindnels is the 
Life and Happineſs of Believers, I mean 
the Heaven of Happineſs; but his Frowns 
and his Wrath may be ſaid to be a 
Hell to the Uabeliever and the Impeni- 
tent. The Sinners in Zion are afraid, 
fearfulneſs hath ſurpriſed the Hypocrites: 
Who among us ſhall dwell with the de- 
wvouring Tire? Who among us can awell 
with everlaſting Burning? Ila. 33. 14. 80 
that the Wrath of the Lord is theſe ever- 
laſting Burnings. How ſhould theſe 
Conſiderations by the way lead us to prize 
| I 4 Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, that hath indur'd a Hell of Af. 
fliction, that we may have a Heaven 
of Injoyment; a Hell of Sorrows,” that 
we may have a Heaven of Joy? If we 
had not had ſuch an Undertaker for us, 
who deſervꝰd for ever to have been under 
the wrath of God, we muſt have periſh- 
ed for ever ; it is by Chriſt only that 
we are redeem'd from Sin and Wrath, 
and brought into the Love and Favour of 


God; and ſo it is that Believers come in- 


to this Heaven of Happineſs by him only. 

The next is, Hallowed be thy Name ; 
that ſhould lead us to conſider the high 
Thoughts that we ought to have of the 
Name of God; we ſhould at all times have 


high, reverent, and awful Thoughts of 
his holy Name: it is for his Name fake 


that he blots out our Tranſgreſſions, and 


for his Name ſake he remembers our Sins 
no more. I underſtand his Name fake, 
and Chriſt's ſake to be all one; for it is 
| for his ſake that he bas undertook for us, 
that he do's pardon us, and ſo we come 


ro be accepted in the Beloved: his Name 


is, 1 Am, Exod. 3. 14. he may be ſaid 
to give that that is. , And he cauſes them 
that love him to inherit Subſtance, and he 


will fill eur Treaſures, Prov. 8. 21. m_ 
rig 
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this is ſtill incouragement for us to truſt 
him and believe in his Name; this is the 
Conſideration I have had concerning that 
Expreſſion (Hallowed be thy Name.) 


Next I have conſicge'd that Petition 
wherein we pray, Th Kjngdom come. 
I have conlider'd in it, there is a Kingdom 
of Grace, as well as a Kingdom of Glory ; 
and I need to pray daily that Chriſt would 
in the kingly power of his Grace come in- 
to my Heary, as well as into the World, 
for the deſtroying of Sin that ſo much 
remains in me, and for the convincing of 
me of that that Iam yet ignorant of; ac- 
cording to that in Job, What I know not, 
teach thou me, Job 34. 32. I allo deſire 
that I may be ſubdued and ſubjected 
wholly to himſelf,and that every Thought 
of mine may be brought into a full ſub- 
jection to his holy Will; and for this I 
need to pray that Chriſt would come 1a 
his kingly Power for the doing of his own 
work in me, and working of me more 
up to himſelf, I deſire that I might not 
only have an informing Knowledg of 
what Chriſt is, and of what he has, and 
do's do for his People; but that I may 
have a transforming Knowledg, that I 
may be made more like unto him; and 

be 
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be brought into Conformity to his holy 
Will. And this is what I have ſeen 
through rich Grace imply'd in that Pe- 
tition, in praying that his Kingdom may 
come; there is much more imply d in it 
than I can here expreſs; for it is his 


Kingdom of Grace, that do's prepare for 
a Kingdom of Glory. | 


Next we pray, Thy Will be done on 
Earth, as it is in Heaven; that is, I de- 
fire that his Will may be done concerning 
me, as he has decreed in himſelf to do, 
for he is Heaven, and I am Earth. I have 


next conſidet'd what is the Will of God; 
That paſſage of Scripture came into my 


mind, This is the Will of God, even your 
Senttification, 1 Theſſ. 4. 3. I have alſo 
conſider'd by the aſſiſtance of Grace 
what 'is imply'd in the word Sanc- 
tification: I have ſeen four things im- 
ply'd in that word; SanCtification 


1mplys Cleanſing, to be cleanſed from 


Sin, to be renew'd in the Spirit of our 
Mind, to be ſubdued to the Will of God, 
and to be ſubjected to the Government of 
Chriſt : and this is according to Scrip- 
ture 5 it is ſaid, The Blood of Chriſt his 
Son cleanſeth us from all Sin, 1 John 1. 7. 
It is allo ſaid, Tow that were alienated and 

Enemies 
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Enemies in your Mind by wicked Works, 
hath he reconciled, Col. 1. 21. It is alſo 
ſaid, that his People {ball be willing in the 
day of his Power, Pal. 110. 3. And that 
every Thought ſhall be brought into obedience 
to Chriſt; according to that paſſage of 
Scripture, 2 Cor. 10. ver. 5. and bringing 
into Ciptivity every Thought to the obedi- 
ence of Chriſt. It pleas'd God to bring 
theſe paſſages of Scripture into my Mind, 
whilſt I were conſidering what was im- 
ply'd in the word. Sanctification: indeed 
it is a great and rich Mercy, that God 
does will our SanQification. But ſome may 
object by the way, why then are not all 
ſanQify'd? There is the Will of his Grace, 
his Goodneſs, and Love to his Children in 
Chriſt ; and there is allo the Will of his 
Juſtice, his Wrath and his Power, to the 
Impenitent and Unbelievers, that live 
and die in their Impenitency. He 7s 
4 juſt God and a Saviour; according to 
that Scripture, Iſa. 45. 21. as it is there 
mention'd; he is juſt in the Execution of 
his Wrath upon all the impenitent, har- 
den'd, and reſolved Sinners; and he is 
gracious and merciful to all them that - 
believe in his Name. Shall the Clay ſay 
to the Potter, why haſt thou form'd me 
thus? 
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thus? Han't the Potter Power over the 
Clay, to make one Veſſel to honour, and 
another to diſhonour ? What if he is wil» | 


ling to ſhow his Wrath, and to make his 


Power known, who ſhall dare to find 


fault with his Will? So that we ſhould 


not ſo much inquire, why all are not ſanc- 


tify?d/; but rather petition to God that for 
his Name ſake we may be ſanctified. 


And this I deſire for all that may read 


theſe Lines, that they may be earneſt 
with God for Sanctificat ion; for it is 
that evidences to us that we are in a ſtate 
of Juſtification : and ſuch will be ſure at 


laſt, to have a ſtate of Glory with God 


for ever. This ſhould excite us to ſee the 


needſulneſs of that Petition, of being 
ſanctiſied throughout in Soul, in Body, and 
 Opiret, x Theſſ. 5. 23. | 


We are alſo taught to pray for our dai- 
ly Bread, that implys all temporal Mer- 
cys, and it alſo ſhows to us what poor 
needy” wanting Creatures we be; we 
want as conſtant a ſupply from God, as 
the day comes, for the maintaining and 
upholding of this Life, that he has given 
to us. It may be very well conſider'd, 
that every day's Mercys are new, and we 


ſhould look upon all that we have, Spi- 
| ritual 
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ritual and Temporal, as juſt now re- 

ceived from God, and as if it was a Gift 
this day ſent to us. I have had it in my 

Thoughts, that if we have Bread, or other 

Proviſions, this day in the Houſe, it may 
be laid up for to morrow ; yet to morrow 
this Proviſion would not be fit for us to 
eat, and be nouriſh'd by it, if God did 
not keep it, and preſerve it for us. Ho- 
many ways are there that God can take a- 
way and deſtroy what Perſons may be 
now intruſted with, as to the things of 
time? They that may have a fulneſs to 
day, as to Houſes, or Mony, may be 
ftript of all before to morrow, by Fire 
or Thieves; and it would be ſo if God did 
not keep it for us, as well as give it to us. 
Such that are inriched with Land, how 
ſoon can God make it barren, that it 
ſhould bring forth no Fruit, and ſo be- 
come quite uſeleſs? Therefore whatever 
Perſons have here of any Injoyments, 
it is good to eye God, in the keeping it 
for us, as well as the giving it to us; and 
that would be the way to injoy God in all, 


and to have all our Injoyments in God, 


whether we might have much or little as 
to the Things of time. He that is the 
Keeper of Iſrael, that never {lumbers or 
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ſleeps, it is he that is our Keeper, our 
Preſerver, our Benefactor, our God, and 
our Portion; and let us always chuſe him 
to be the Lot of our Inberitance; then 
we may ſay, Our Lot is fallen to us in 
4 pleaſant place, and we have a goodly 
Heritage, By this time we may ſee, that 
every day's Mercy that we have, comes 
as a freſh gift from God. So we need 
to pray for daily Bread, ſeeing what 
we have ro day, would not ſerve for to 
morrow, if God did not put a Virtue in 
it, and keep it for us. 

The next is, And forgive us our Treſ- 
paſſes, as we forgive them that treſpaſs 
againſi us. I have thought in this Peti- 
tion, what Forgiveneſs I ttand in need of; 
nothing leſs than a free and a full For- 
giveneſs can ſerve my turn, or make me 
happy. Therefore this Petition does teach 
me to know, what Forgiveneſs is requir'd 
of me, towards ſuch that offend, or 
wrong, or injure me, I do deſire Grace 
from God, that ſo I may be enabled to 
forgive all ſuch as do me wrong, as I de- 
| fire forgiveneſs from God for my own 
Soul. I alſo deſire for-tuch that may be 
Enemies to me, that God would convince 


them of Sin, and give them ſtrength and 
power 
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is in Chriſt, he being the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life. The 


- 


power againſt Sin, and that they may 
have a true and ſaving Faith given them 
in the Lord Jefus; then that will be the 
way that all my Enemies would become 
Friends, We are told in the Word, 
That if 4 Man's ways pleaſe the Lord, his 
Enemies ſhall be at Peace with him, Prov. 
16. 9. Indeed it is the free Grace and 
Mercy of God, that makes us to have 
Peace with himſelf, and towards each 
other. | I * 
The next Petition is, And lead us wot "YE 
into Temptation, but deliver us from E 
vil: That is, I defire of God that he 


would not ſuffer me to be led into any 
Temptation by Sin, or Satan; or at leaſt 


that he would never leave me in any 
Temptation alone, but that I may ever 
have his gracious Preſence with me, to 
keep me from yielding to, or complying 
with any Temptation; and that he would 
alſo keep me cloſe to himſelf, that I might 
not ſin againſt him, that I may be kept 
and deliver'd from all Evil of Sin, and 
from all the Powers, and Snares, and 
Stratagems of Satan; and that I may be 
alſo guided by his holy Spirit of Grace, 
ſtillin the way of all Truth, and that 


( 144 ) 

The Concluſion of this Prayer i is, Fir 
thine is the Kingdom, the Power, and the 
Glory: I have conſider'd in this Con- 
cluſion, Thine is the Kingdom of Grace, 
thine is the Power to give this. Grace, 
taine is the Glory that crowns it, for e- 
ver ard ever, Amen. 

I have endeavour'd now by the aſfiſt- 
ance of Grace, to give ſome account by 
writing of what Meditation I have had 
concerning this Prayer, that our Lord 
taught his Diſciples: it hath been of uſe 
to me, for the ſtrengthening of my Faith 
more in God; and J deſire it may be ſo 


to all that and it. 


E RRAT. Pag. 74. . 11, for eleven r. ſixteen. 


